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Forme of preparation 15 
yh to the Lordes Supper, meete > 


for all ſuch as minde with fruite 
and comfort to commu- 
nicate in the ſame. 


Written by T. W. 


2. Cok. 13. 5. 6. 


Prooue your ſelues whether ye are in the 
fayth: examine your ſelues; know ye 
not your owne ſelues, how thatIzs vs 
Cuxis r is in you, except yee bee te- 
ptobates? Bur I truſt that yee ſhall 
know, that yye ate not reptobates. 


AT LONDON, 
Ptinted by Robert Walde- 


graue for William Brome. 


To the people and inhabitants ot 


B. and H. in the countie of Hertford, 
health in Chriſt leſus, 


Fx, Rethren, our hearts deſire, and ear- 
> dy I neſt requeſte ro almightye God for 
yu day and night is. that you and al 
EN yours,might be inlightned by the ſpi- 
tit of God, in your inward man, with 
the ſound knowledge, ſteadfaſt faith, and holy o- 
bed ience of his bleſſed trueth, for the god and 
comfortable ditectyng of you, in the daies of your 
pilgrymage heer, and that your bodies and ſoules 
may (when the trouble o me time of the race that 
is ſet you to runne in this life, is expired) bee eter» 
nally ſaued, in that great and laſt day of the Lorde 
leſus. Of this moſt certaine truth, wee haue many 
good and ſufficient witneſſes (1 hope) both within 
ys and without vs,at home and abroad: As firſt the 
eteraall God, before whome though vvee haue 
walked, in great weakenes and wonderfull vvants, 
yet he knoweth that his glory, and your good, hath 
bene not onely rhe principall, but et en the alone 
mark we haue aimed at, in our publike places And 
il men may be admitted as teſtes in their own cau- 
ſes, not onely the vnſeigned atfections of our harts 
to you · wards, but euen our ſound and ſincete acli- 
ons,(piritaally as in regard of out eccleſiaſtical ni» 
niſtery, and that in ali the partes of it, both praters 
and preaching, ſnalbe prooſes, pregnant and plain 
inough. True it is, that our hearts and mindes(as 
which are inward) are indecd known only to God, 
who alone is the ſearcher of the heatt and re ynes, 
and in whoſe fight it ſnalbe ſufficient for vs to reſt 
as in this behalfe, in the petſwaſion of a good con- 
z ſcience 


| THE EPISTLE, 
ſcience. But for our outward dealinges and beha- 


viour that way,we are willingly content,to referre 
and ſubmit both it and our ſelues, not onely tothe 
generall teſtimony, of all and euery one of you, but 
if any amongeſt you, bee leſſe zealous and forward 
in the goſpell then yvere to be wiſhed, we will thus 
farre offer our ſelues euen by your ſentences to bee 
tried, whether we haue dealt deceitſully yvith the 
worde, chopping and chaunging the ſame at oure 
pleaſures, yea or no, or haue bene vnmindefull of 
you, in out pore prayers,and faint requeſts though 
they be. Toſecke letters of credit from abroad els 
where, when you your ſelues will not, yvith 
your hands alone, but with your hearts alſo,yeeld 
on we hope) & that without feare,& flattery,our 
iuſt commendation, may ſeeme ſuperfluous,ſpeci- 
ally ſith we ſtand not vpon them that are vvithout, 
further than as we may, (keeping our ſelues in the 
compaſſe of an ordinary and ſettled vocation)doe 
them what good we can in Chiiſt, And yet (to the 
raiſe of God be it written and ſpoken) vvee may 
— in that teſpect, the moſt graue and aſſured te- 
ſtimony, not onely of godly and good men of our 
place, miniſters of the worde vve meane about vs, 
(rvhich ſheweth that wee haue not vvalked by our 
ſelues, as the manner of ſome is, in a proud and a 
contemptuous manner, and yet without cauſe the 
Lord knoweth, refuſing the company and confe- 
rence of their brethren) but alſo if need be, of great 
numbers of ſuch,as be ſoundly lincked vnto vs, in 
che vnſeigned loue, fincere knowledge, and holye 
profeſſion of Gods eternal truth:who though they 
cannot in euery particular yeeld teſtimony of vs, 
at you your ſelues, yet hauing in ſom _ — 
aith- 
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THE EPISTLE: 


faithful bebol lers ofthe holy conuerſation, and ag 
ſundry times attentiue, and ſruitſull heatets oſtha 
ſound doctrine that God hath enabled vs, both to 
performe and deliuet, cannot but iuſliie vs, yea, 
late we are in bath reſpects wil iuſtiſie vs, and that 
to the comfore of our own conſciences, and to aaa 
ſtopping of the mouthes of the vv icked, alſo what 
vxec haue done priuatly to procure your good, it 
vvete better you your {clues ſhoulde ſaithtulbe re- 
port, and our chriſti an conferences had vvith yon 
and yours, (ſpecially before the adminiſtration and 
participation of the Lordes Supper) uulye ſyenke, 
than vve, for our ſelues this we can proteſt, in trath 
and finceritie be fore God and man, that our care 
and toy le that vvav was not (mall ,V Vhar fuice it 
brought forth, vvould to God that your works of 
pietie tov vards his maielty,and of charizic towards 


all men, might as eff: Qually declare, as your ovvng 


words haue plainely vvitneſſed, many of you ha- 
uing conſtantlye aduouched to yout ſelues and o- 
thets, that you haue bene by the ſame, nor onelye 
vvell fitted for that bolye ation, but inſtructed for 
time to come, and comforted againſt the dayes of 
your diſtreſſes, yea ſom of you hauing further affir- 
med(whether tightly yea or no looke yee to that) 
that that in divers reſpeRs hath bene as proſitablo 
vnto you, as the word of vrholiome doctrine, and 
ſpitituall comfoct,that God hath inabled vs in ſom 
mealure publikely to deliver amongſt you. In the 
ordinary exerciſes of out families, xVe haue ſeldom 
ceaſed. to offer vp holy ſactifices to the Lor d, as on 
your hehalſe. And this we haue done, without par- 
uality and teſpect of perſons, though lundry of you 
haue giuen feartull occaſions to cauſe ys to with- 
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THE EPISTLE. 


hold the performance of this moſt neceſſary duty: 
vye yet notvvithſtanding morning and euening, 
bovving our knees, & holding vp our hands to God 
the father of our Lorde leſus Chriſt in out poore 
manner, ptaying him for you, that of his infinite 
goodnes it vvould pleaſe him, euen for his deate 
ſonnes ſake to pardon all our ſinnes, that ſo in the 
forgiuenes of them,z way might be made vnto his 
mercics,and the ſame amongſt many other means 
manifeſted in chis,that our pore paines in preach. 
ing were not loſt,neither the time that your ſelues 
ſpentin hearing perith, and ſo the vyorde become 
thorow negligence carleſnes,or contempt of your 
hearts, and a ſecret iudgement of God againſt you 
for the ſame, the (word of death vnto your ſoules, 
Neither do vycenow write this, as in the vaunting 
and glorious ſpirite of proud hearts before God & 
men (for we hauc,and ſhall alwaies haue within vs 
from ourſelues,as in reſpeR of our greeuous unnes 
& great inſufficiencye and without vs from you, a 
in regard of your coldnes & careleſnes, matter ſuſ- 
ficient to humble vs, and caſt vs down continualy) 
or as vnkindly to vpbtaid you in any reſpeR, vvith 
the chriſtian care we haue had for you, & the great 
good that e haue ment to do to ne ga yet 
we muſt freely conſeſſe it in that behalfe,vvee vvill 
not — ſufferour ſelues to bee ſpoiled of our 
juſt ioy in that behalf)bur to the end that we might 
yet at the length earneſtlye ſtitre you vp in (ome 
deepe conſideration, ſight & feeling, of out vnſeig - 
ned good ils towat des you in Chriſt,not ſo much 
to ſhew your ſe lues chriſtianly kinde and ſoundlie 
louing vnto vs( though yet we cannot but ſay that 
the very beholding of it, if vvee might once ſee 1 
vou 
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THE EPISTLE, 


would yeeld marueilousioy & comfort to our hea- 
uy hearts) but firſt durifull to the L otd, that euerye 
manner of vray, in his rich liberality offereth you 
lo infinit mercies, and aitervvards careful for your 
ſelues, not ſor the things of this world (for a laſſe 
yyec knowe by a lamentable experience, that you 
ryade to farre, and vvalk to much vp and down a- 
mongſt thoſe craggy and barteu rocks of carke & 
2 but tor ſpitituall and heauenly graces, ſpeci- 
ally for the lauing of your ſoules, in that great and 
laſt day of the Lord l eſus, ſor the betteracompliſh- 
 mentyyhereof,yvec come yet again vnto you, and 
make offer of an other ture token of vnfeigned af · 
ſeciion: wee vvill not ſay the laſt teſtimony of our 
loue tovyards you (for vve hope that ſhall alwaics 
indure in the Lord, hovſoeuet vve may be ſundred 
from you by bodily preſence) but in truch the laſt 
triall that yve mind to make of you, as in teſpecte 
of your ſteadfaſt faith to God, vnſeigned loue to 
men, and holy obedience to the Lords whole tiuth 
and euery part thereof, vvhetein if by your oyrne 
good inclinati on, and the foryyardnes like vviſe of 
thoſe of your ſamilies, as vviues, children, ſeruants, 
&c, (for all your good, yong and old, one vvith an 
other, haue we penned and pricked this ſhort trea- 
tiſe folloyving) you vvill make glad our ſpirits and 
croyyn your (clues with honor and immortality in 
the ſight of G 6d & men, committing to your me- 
mories,for the increaſe of your knowledge, & put- 
ting in practiſe for the ſtrengthening of your faith 
theſe good things that haue bene drawen for you, 
and are novy dedicated vnto you,vve ſhall humbly 
pon the knees ofour harts,thank the eternal ma- 
ieſty,for ſuffering that gracious yyorke in jou, and 
4 as 


THE EPISTLE. 


as his pore and vaworthy ſeruants, by continuance 
of our (mall trauciles,do vvhat we can euen to the 
vttermoſt for your grovyth, increaſe, & holding on 
vnto the end,in all goodnes & truth for euermore. 
But if notvvithſtanding this , and other religious 
meanes before ſpecified, reuetently performed for 
your good, as on our behalſe you vvill remaine a8 
you haue done, in your old finnes,of pride, vnna- 
turalnes, couetoulnes, eareleſnes, hipoctiſie, hatred 
h dns of heart, and many other ſuch like, we may 
(as yve ſhall hauc iuſt cauſe) mourn all day long at 
the turtle, in thatheauy — of God againſt 
you, and vpon our labours alſo among you :how- 
beit vve ſnallreſt in the perſyyaſion and peace of a 
good conlcience before God, that yvee haue vied 
towards you(as ourweakncs vvould fuffer " ſuch 
gobd helps and aids, as the Lord hath bene pleaſed 
to beſtow vpon us, and to put into our minds and 
mouthes to prohite you vvithall, and to build you 
vp into a holy temple for the lord,that ye might be 
a people zealouſlye giuen,and prepared for euerye 
pood vvorł. God the only both ſearcher & ſanctiſ · 
er ol the heart and reynes, vouchſaſe for Chriſt le- 
fus lake, the very me ane and matter of all his met- 


cies tovvads vs, to make ſtreight your declining | 


Reps,leſt that whichis balting be vtterly turned out 
of the vvay: to ſoften your ſtony, yea, flinty harts, 
leſt thorow hardnes in your invvard parts,you ſtop 
the courſe of Gods grace, and the loue of his ſaints 
toyvards you: and ſo powerfully and vnfcignedly 
to conuert you vnto him ſelſe, that you maye ſerue 
as precious veſſels for honorable vſes in his houſe 
which is hischurch,for euer & euet: So be it. 


Your louing brethren alwaies in C* tiſt. and paineſull 
paſtors in the ſeruict of the word, T. VV. .O. 
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and make an end, 


Queſt, 

O you minde, whenthe 
time and order of oure 
Churche ſhall require, to 
celebrate the Lords ſup- 
per, to communicate with 
the reſt of this congregation, in the vſe 
and participation of the ſame? 
Anſwer. 

Pea, if Cod wil, and you ſhall finde me 
fit fo ſo holie an exertiſe, the thing alſo 
2 J deſire , euen wich my whole 

art. 

Qweſt. Your fitnes for that purpoſe, 
I know not how better to diſcerne of, 
than by examining of you, and deman- 
ding from you a reaſon, of the fayth and 

e that is in you, whereunto, Iaske 

you firſt , whether you bee willing 
to ſubmit your ſelfe. 

Ax»ſwer Pea in deede, with an vnkeig⸗ 
ned affection, prag pou 8 
| Ake 


| Queſtions and Anſwers, 
ſake to haue regarde of mee, that in the. 
things I knowe, J may bee fill turther 
builved vp,cuen vnto the age of apertect 
man in Th2if, and the thinges J am igs 
nozant of, J may be inſtructed and made 
acquainted by pour good meanes, with 
the Lozdes trueth. 
Queſt. Tam glad to heare you pro- 
teſt this care and deſire, And ſith you 
requeſt this much of mee, Iwill labour 
what I can to ſatisfy your wiſh in both 
reſpects. To begin therefore, how ma» 
ny things think you, euery good Chri- 
ſtian ſnuld bring with him, to the right 
vſe and participation of the Lords ſup- 
per, that ſo he may receiue it to Gods 
glory, and the good and comfort of his 
own ſoule, both in this lite preſent, and 
that which is to come. 

Anſwer J haue hearde pou pour ſelfe 
ſape, there are required pzincipally fiue 
thinges. 

Queft. Which are they? 

Anſwer. Firſt, « ſounde knowledge, 
generally of al the will of God, as he hath 
reueilcd the ſame in his wozde,and moꝛe 


ſpecialy of the matter of the Lozvs Supe. 


pet: 


"—_— — — —U— r A 


= HE OR. mo 


0 neftiont and Anfrers. 
per: Deconvly,a ſfedfaſt faith inthe truth 
of all his pꝛomiſes, but chieflp of chole Þ 
concern the fozgiuenes of ſins in this life, 
and the hope & fruition of heauen in the 
life to tome. Thirdly, vufeigned repens 
tance foꝛ all our iniquities whatſoeuer, 
ether oziginal o2 actual. Fourthly, ſincere 
loue towards all men g euen particularly 
towarde our enemics. And laſtly humble 


thankelgiuing to almighrie Cod, fo; all 


his mercies and name ly fo} choſe that hee 
giueth vs, at that his holy table. 

Queſt. You haue ſayd well, how beit: 
both for auoyding ot confuſion, and 
for your more full inſtruction in theſe 
neceſſary points, let vs deale with euery 
one of theſe in ſuch order, as you haue 
put them down, that ſo alſo I may the 
better perceiue , whether you vnder- 
ſand the things you ſpeake, yea or no. 
And firſt for knowledg,why do you re- 
quire knowledge ſo much? will notig- 
norance, good intents, mens imagina- 
tions, or ſome od conceits of our ou ne 
heades, ſerue the turne hecre. 

A. No vercly : foz though in poper) 
wee haue bene taught, that ignozance is 

2 the 
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Qveſtious and Anfrert. 


the mother of deuotion : and that as wee 
intende, God will ſend, with many ſuch 
like coxtupt opinions and ſpeaches , pet 
now knowe wee theſe aſſertions to be des 
teſtable anodanmable,aſwel by the plain 
places of Scripture , whiche affirmeth, 
that men erre , becauſe they knowe not 
Gods wozde: And againe, tbat % e- life 
eternall to nome GOD, to bee the onely 
true GO D. and bim whome hee hath ſent 
Teſus Chrifte, as by the light of humaim 
reaſon , fo2 which of vs would bee igno⸗ 
rant our ſelues in the thinges we pꝛoleſſe 
02 appꝛoue of want of skill in others, we 
aſluring eur lelues herccf, that without 
knowledg we cannot tel, no not in earth⸗ 
lie matters, where to begin, how to pꝛo⸗ 
ceede, 02 when to make an ende. And if 
knowledge in wozldlp thinges bee ſo ne⸗ 
ceſſary, whereunto notwithſtanding we 
map be holpen a little, by the light ok na⸗ 
ture, howe muche moꝛe is it requiſite in 
ſyiritusll thinges, to the compzehending 
whereof , mans reaſon cannot reach, ers 
ceptic be altogether inlightned by grace 
from aboue, the Apoſtle bearing rccozve 
to this, when he laith ; the naturall man 
pers 
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Queſtiont and Anſirers. 


perceiueth not the thinges of the ſpirite 
of God, 

Queſt, Why do you meation ſound 
knowledge. 

Anſ#er. Becauſe vnſound, cozrupt o; 
hereticall, will ſtand vs in no ſtead, to fit 
vs fo2 this action, but hinder vs rather: 
the Apoſtle requiring deepe and due cra- 
minatton of our ſelucs, befoze wee come 
to this miCerie, which as we cennot fo 
want of iudgement in the naturall blind⸗ 
nes of our owne hearts, ſo can we hardly 
02 not at all perloꝛme, when to that tranſ⸗ 
greſſion there is added this iniquitie, of 
dnſound. cozt upt oz heretic all opinions; 
men in this caſe growing under pꝛetert 
ol knowledge, though not right to ſub⸗ 
boꝛne and ſtiffe vefending, of their owne 
0} other mens conceits. 

Queſt. And why doe you demaund 
rather ſound knowledge, then perfect 
knowledge. 

Anſwere. Becauſe wee can neuer ats 
teine to perfection of that, 02 anie other 
good grace in this life, perfection beeing 
reſcrued foꝛ the life that is to come: both 
which things the Apoll le plainelp tclleth 
3 vs, 


0 neftions and Anſwers, 


bs, when he laieth, that we know in part, 
e pꝛopheſy in part, but whe that which is 
perfect is come, then » which is in parte 
ſhalbe aboliſhed. And pet if it ve ſound,te 
is ſuch as we our ſelues map re ape great 
comfozt by , in as muche as it is Gods 
great gift & grace freely beſtowed vpon 
vs, and others receiue ſome good by, bes 
cauſe Gods graces ar not in his childzen, 
without ſome pꝛofite vnto others allo, 
Do you meane that euery know- 
ledge is meet, for fitting vs to the right 
and religious receiuing ot this holy ſa- 
crament of the Lords ſupper. 
eA»ſwer, No, as you maye well per⸗ 
ceiue by that whiche J added, namely of 
the will of God reueiled in his wozd, fo} 
many a man mape haue ſkill in tongues, 
artes, manuall occupations.husbandyte, 
and ſuche like, and pct bee vntit foz this 
great purpoſe, The reaſon1s this, becauſe 
the thing it ſelf is religious. And though 
vherebe outward elementes vſedin it, by 
the Loves appointment, pet the matter 
it ſelke ment by them is ſpirituall , Jt 
muff therefoꝛe bee a religious and ſpiri⸗ 
tual knowledge that muſt pꝛolit vs heer, 
I 0} 


Q weſtions and Anſwert. 
in elſe it will not ſerue. 
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Nueſt. Why do you ad of Gods will, 


and the ſame alſo reueiled in his word. 
' Anſver, Ff irſt becauſe his will is the 
one ly rule of rigbteouſnes and religion. 
Setondly. becauſe that will of his, is not 
made knowne vnta vs elſewhere, but in 
his woꝛde, fo? as fo2 thoſe ſecret things, 
b belong to þ Lozd our God onely, which 
alſo hee hath bene plcaſed to keepe cloſe 
within the boſome of his owne wildome: 
as we cannot, ſo wee minde not, either to 
ſearche into,02 to meddle with, leaſt wee 
beonerwhelmev ofhis gloꝛp:but content 
dur ſelues with the things reueled which 
belong vnto vs q to all ours fo} euer, that 
we may know, belecue, and do the lame. 

What are the thinges, that that 
worde doth propound vnto us. 

An, They are ſpecially two, that is 
faith and obedience. 

What meane you by fayth? 

A, All ſuch thinges as wee are bound 
to beleeue, touching our ſaluation. 
Q. What meane you by obedience? 
A. All ſuch things as we ought to do, 


either towards God oz man. 
t 4 ST. 1 


Q weftions and Anſwers, 


\ Queſt. Let me heare what principall 
points of fayth, you haue learned out 
of the word. 

eAnſwere, J beleeue in mp heart, and 
confeſſe with my mouth, that there is but 
one true, eternall, immoztall, inuiſible, 
and onely wiſe God. And that this God, 
oꝛ Godhead rather, is rightly diſtincted 
(though not deuided ) into thꝛee parſons, 
the Father, the Sonne, and the holie 
ghoſt, none of them being greater oz leſle 
then an other, oz befo2e oz atter an other, 
in reſpect of being, hondur, oꝛ time, but al 
of one and the ſelfe ſame lubſtance, maie⸗ 
ſtie, and eternitie, diſtinct not withſtan ; 
ding in oꝛder and offices, fo2 our weake⸗ 
nes ſake: all their peculier woꝛkes, being 
yet notwithſfanding inſeperable , oz to 
ſpeake moze plainelp, they in the wdzks, 
that they haue wꝛought fo vs, being not 
ſundered oꝛ deuided. Concerning the per? 
ſon of the father, J beleeue and acknow⸗ 
ledge that hee did not onely in the begins 
ning, by his eternall woꝛd, create of nos 
thing, all thinges which are in heauen, 
and whicbe are in earth, thinges viſible, 
and inuiſible, as the holy Scripture — 
teac 
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Cueſtions and Anſwers, 


teache vs, but that allo euer ſince the de⸗ 
ginning, he hath by his almighty power 
and pꝛouidence, pzeſerucd, vphelve, and 
increaſed that moſte excellent wozke of 
creation, otherwiſe, all chings had long 
cre this, and ſhould verp quickly come to 
end, Touching the perſon of the Sonne, 
I beleeve alſo aud conkeſſe, that he was 


| from befoze all beginnings, begotten of 


the father, x God cquall with his father, 
and that in the fulnes of time , hee was 
made man of the ſubſtance of his mother, 
In whom J acknowledge all his names, 
and chicfip thele; Jeſus, that is to lape, a 
Dautour, becauſc he ſhall ſaue his people 
from their ſinnes: and Chu, that is to 
ſap,anncinced,becanſehe was annointed, 
Þichall fulnes of che graces of the ſpirite 
by God his father, to be a King, a Pꝛieſt, 
and a Prophet: his kingdome elpeciallie 
ſtanding in this, that he bearcch (way ins 
wardlye in the hearts of his Childzcn by 
his holy ſpirit,+ outwardly in his church 
by the ſcepter of his wozd: and his owne 
diſcipline : his Pꝛieſi hoode conſiſting in 
this, that hee hath offered vppe himfelfe 
ouce fox all vppon the altar ot the Croſle, 
a 
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a full and ſufficient Sacrifice to God his 
Father, foz all the ſinnes of his people, 
and now ſitteth at the right hand of God, 
making continuall requeſtes fo2 them: 
bis pzophelie in this, that hauing in his 
appearing, put an ende to all manner of 
viſfons, and rcuelations what ſoeuer, het 
is nowe become, the onelie Lawgiuer 
vnto his Churche , and therefoze will 
haue vs to heare none, but him onely any 
thoſe that ſpeake vnto vs accozding to 
him, noz to receiue any doctrine but that 
which he hath ſcaleo and ſet out vnto vs, 
by his wozde. J conkeſſe further, his two 
ſeuerall and diſtinct natures ofthe Gods 
head which hee had with his father from 
before all time, and the manhood, which 
h2 cooke of his mother when the fulnes of 
time was come, as the Apoſtle (apeth; 
which two ſeuerall and diſtintt natures, 
beeing vnited and ioyned together make 
but one and the ſclfe ſame perſon Jeſus 
Chziſt, who is God ouer all bleſſed fox e 
ner, as the Scripture witneſſeth. Furs 
ther, T beleeue and conkeſſe, that thys 
perſon Jeſus Chꝛiſte GDD and man, 


though the Godhead can not ſuffer , 90 
18 


reren 
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bis | his manhoode could not onercome death 
le, did pet notwithſtandinge in his whole 
— perſon, and not in eythet of his natures, 
his 


accompliſhe and make perfect the wozke 
of our redemption, ſuffering both in bo⸗ 
dy and ſoule, the puniſhments that were 
due to vs fo2 our ſinnes in bodie, as that 
uct | bee was faſtened to the Croſſe, that he vi- 
ll ed, and was burieden ſoule, in that hee 
ny | deſcended into hell, that is to ſap, that he 
to | felt the ſharpenes of Gods wzath againſt 
bat | inne, and dyd as it were fight hande to 
0s, | hand, againſt the Diuell and eternal con⸗ 
Ws | yemnation onercomming them all, tho⸗ 
Ws | rowthe power of his godhead fo2 vs, that 
M ſo wee might in bodies and ſoules bee re⸗ 
ch | conciled vnto our God. 

of J beleeue that as hee died fo our ſins, 
t | fo the third day he roſe again actoꝛding to 
's, | theſcriptures fo2 our righteouſnes: that 
ke | heviſiblie aſcended vp into heauen , to 
us pepare a place foꝛ vs.* to take poſſeſſion 
e bekit in our name :ꝶ that hee ſitteth at the 
W | right hand ok his kather, in al mateffp and 
PS } gloꝛp, making continuall interceſſion fox 
n, | vstalſaints: and that the henens might 
av | contein him vntil the general reſticution 
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of all thinges be made, at what time hee 
hal appear wich great glozy,accompants 
ed with infinite numvers of holp Angels 


and Saints, to iudge all perſuns whatſas 


eucr, Which eicher haue died, oz ſhall die 
befoze his comming, oz ſhalbe founde as 
liue at his appearing. J bel:eue allo that 
the hely ghot. is the third perſon inthe 
deitp, of che (ele ſame ſubTance, Paie⸗ 
ſty, and eternity, with the father and the 
ſonne, not m ide, created, begotten, but 
pꝛoceeding from them both. hom J ac⸗ 
knowledg to be holp; and ſo rightly to be 
called, not onelp becauſe he hath the ful: 
nes of halines in him (clfe,but fo2 that he 
is Gods ſuhſtantiall and eſſentiall pow? 
er, to ſeale vg in our hearts Chziſts ſanc« 
tification and holines , and to frame vs 
alſo vnto hollineſſe of life, and to a godlie 
contterſacion, 

Concerning the Lhurche, this is that 
which J beleeue and p2ofeſſe , that it is 
b:lye , becauſe it is ſanctified and made 
holpe by Chit, andhath Chꝛiſtes righe 
teouſneſſe and holines imputed vnto it, 
and to cuery ſound and faithfull member 
thereof, and not by xealon of any _ 
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{thath of it owne : foz the Churche milfs 


tant , both gencrall ai,d pert:culet hath 
erced, and map erte. pea doeth crre, and 
that not onelpe in manners, but in mats 
ters cf doctrine elſo; having need in that 
reſpect continually , to flyt vnto the foz* 
giuenes of ſinues, and daply to lap as cur 
Sauiour bocth teach thi m,forgine Us our 
treſpal/er c. 

Sccond!y, J belecne that this Church 
is Catholique, 02 vufucrſall, that is diſ- 
perſed farre and wide vpon the face of the 
earth aud ſcatterid abzead t hoʒow cut al 
the wo21d,and is not tied to any one place 
tither to Affrica.as the Donatiſts unma⸗ 
gined, oz to Rome as the Papiſts ſuppoſe 
82 to anp time 03 ſuch like, but that Ceo 
hath had, and euer will haue, in euery age 
| nation ſome, that appcrtaine vnto him, 
howſoeuer it be, that they cannot be pers 
teiued 02 ſeene by mens types. 

Thirvly J belecue that this Cl urch is 
the companpe of all Cods elect , whome 
God hath ſingled frem the ref? of the 
woꝛld vnto himſelk, and a friowſhip of hos 
I» ones, whome the Loꝛd hath made holy 
puto himſelfe alſo ; and that therefoze it 
beccnts 
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becommeth thoſe, that bee ſound and ſin⸗ 


cere members of this faithfull congregas 
tion, ou the one ſide daplp to labour foꝛ al 
maner of ſanctification ano holines,vboch 


in ſoule and bodie , and onthe other ſide, 


carefully to ſticre vp them ſelues, to haue 
bowels of compaſſion, and fellowlike fee⸗ 
ling, that is to weepe, with them that 
weepe, and to reioyce with them that re⸗ 
toyce , and to bee like affectioned one of 
them to another,as both Gods wozd, and 
the ffraight coniuncion that is betweene 
them doth require. 

Fourthly, J beleeue and confeſſe, that 
the eſſentiall notes and markes to diſcern 
this Churche by befoze men, are not (as 
the Papiſts imagined) antiquity. vniuer⸗ 
ſalitie and conſent, fo2 they be deceicfull, 
agreeing manpe times, to the moſt wick» 
ed and vngodly aſſemblies of the wozlde; 
beſives that being qualities, and not ſub⸗ 
faunces, they cannot be eſſentiall notes 
to diſtinguiſhe, no moꝛe then bꝛeath oz 
Iyfe can diſcerne men from ſundzie os 
ther creatures : But as the truch doeth 
teache vs, the pure pꝛeaching of the 


Moozde, vopde of mans mixture, and 


the 
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the ſincere adminiſtration of the Sacra» 
mentes, without mans inuentions oz des 


niſes. 


Concerning the woꝛde, J allowe oz re- 
teiue none fo2 it, oꝛ vnder the name of it, 
but onelye the Canomicall bookes of the 
oly and new teſtament, being rightly ves 
uided into the Lawe and the Goſpell,the 
Law, being a doctrine veliuered vs from 


God, teaching vs what wee ought to do, 


as well towardes him, as one ok vs to⸗ 
wards another: the Goſpel, being a hea⸗ 
uenlpe doctrine alſo, inſtructing vs what 
we muff belecue to our ſaluation thozow 
Jeſus Chziſt, there beeing asmuch diffes 
tence between them, as is hetweene dos 
ing, and beleeuing, J heer p2ofeſſing fure 
ther, that this woꝛd is not to be read ons 
ve, but fo2 the ediſication and pꝛoſtte of 
Gods people, faychfullie to bee expoun⸗ 
ded,and publikely pꝛeached. Concerning 
placraments,J allow 62 reteiue no moze 
but two ouelp, which the Loꝛde hath left 
ta be had in perpetuall vle in his church, 
this comming again. that is, boptiſme, 
und the Lozvs ſupper baptilm lucceding 

inplace of circumciſion among b Jewes. 
and 
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and the Lozds Supper comming in ſfeay 
of the Jewiſh paſleouer. 

Baptiſme witnelſeth and pledgeth vn⸗ 
to vs diuers things: as firſt our entrante 
into the bodie of Chꝛiſte, whiche is his 
Chutrche, in whiche reſpect it is admini⸗ 
ſtred to new boꝛne babes, euen pꝛeſenlye 
vpon their byzth. Secondlp, it is a telli⸗ 
monp of our regencration begunn in vs, 
and that we are become as it were newe 
bozne babes vnto God our heauenly Fac 
ther. Thirdly, it ſcalethvnto vs, the foz- 
genes and waſhing away of our ſinnes, 
in the ſacrifice of Chziftes death. Laſtly, 
it repꝛeſenteth vnto vs this muche , that 
wee being baptized into Chꝛiſtes death, 
ſhould by the power thereof die vnto ſin, 
and that by the vertue of his reſurrection 
fa ſure pleadge alſo whereof wee haue in 
our Baptiſme) we ſhould walke in new⸗ 
nes of life, All whiche thinges teach vs 
alſothis much further, that foz as much 
as Chiiſts ſacrifice was but once perfozs 
med, and our entrie into the Church, is 
but once made fc, that theretoꝛe this (a: 


crament, is but once to bee adminiftred |; 


either to the infances of beleeuing Pas 
rents, 
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rents , 02 elſe to thoſe that beeing ol the 
peares of diſcretion, are conuerted ta the 


faith, and able to render a reaſon of theit 


hope, and that religion that thep are new 
lie entred tuto, 

I confeſle the Lozves Supper to bee a 
pleadge ok that ſpirituall ſtrength and 
bleſſed continuaunce, that we haue in the 
holy fellowſhip of the bodie of Chuſt, the 


* Love ſealing vp thereby further in our 


hearts, ficff, the death and paſſion of our 
Sauiour Chziſt, together with the fruits 
and benefites wee receiue thereby, and 
namely the fozgiuencs of our finnes. Se⸗ 
tondly, that ſpirituall nouriſhment that 
wee haue by him aud in him, wee beeing 
led thereby, taking bolde of him thozow 
fapth,both in ſoule and bodie, to the hope 
ofeuerlaſfing lite. Thirdlp, that miſticall 
bnion , that is bet wixt Chziſte and his 


| Churche, hee dwelling in our heartes by 


fapth.and wee thereby being made mem- 
bers of his bodye, of his fleſhe, and of his 
bones. Laſtly, that holy bande of vnitie 
and lone, that ought to bee amongeſt che 
members ok the Churche, in as muche as 


they though hep be manie being pet not · 
B wichſtanding 
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withſtanding partakers of one bzead,are 
become one bodic in Ch2ift.Jn all which 
reſpects, J lay that it ought oftentimes 
to bee vled , that in due examination of 
themſelues do labcur vnkeignedly to pze⸗ 
pare themſelues to ſo holp miſteries. 
Further J conkeſſe, that Cod to this 
church, hath giuen vs neceſſary helps and 
means, fo} the repꝛeſſing of tuil, q main? 
tenance ok good, the ciuil Magiſtrates, # 
the eccleſiaſticall miniſtery, the on by the 
woꝛd, and the other by the lwoꝛde, to ads 
nance Cots glozp, ę to further the (alus; 
tion ofu*+ns ſcules,curn in this life. 

J veletue that to the ciuill magillrate, 
we do owe vnto the Loꝛd & fo2 the Lon, 
nat one lye our goodes and riches, wheres 
wichal the Lozd humſelfe hath bleſſed vs, 
but sur (clues, and cur lines alſo, whiche 
hee hath giuen vs, becaule that by them 
wee receiue from Cods hande, not onely 
pudlike peace and quiet poſſeſſion ol aur 
own ſubſtance, but euen the very religion 
and ſeruice of our Cov. And therfoze they 
are duermuch deceiued, who go about to 
diſpile gouernment, much moze they p in 


deuoz to ouerthꝛow it, becaule they = 
0 the 
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the confuſion of Common-wealthes any 
countries,and the vtter ruine and decaye 
of Gods feare and wozſhip, 

Touching the cccleſiaſticallminifery, 
J beleeue and acknowledge, that nowe 
there are no moze oꝛdinarp offices, fo the 
execution of it, but paſiozs and teachers, 
who ought to be men, both of ſuch life, & 
behautour,ond alſo cf ſuch learning, and 
iudgment, as gods wozd requireth, whoſe 
dutie ſtandeth not, in bare reading ofthe 
woꝛd alone, but in pꝛeaching the lame vn 
to the people; the paſtoʒ exhozting,admos 
niſhing,and repꝛouing, with all long ſuk⸗ 
fering and doctrine, adding therunto the 
amniſtration of ſacraments, and publik 
paters acoꝛding to þ oder of the church: 
and the doctoz p2opoſiding found doctrin 
and mightelpe conuincing oz contut ing 
krronious opinions. 

J beleue 6 confeſſe, that to this church, 
God hath giuen mot large pꝛomiles of 
grace and goodnes, all which alſo he will 
in conuenient time moſt mercifullye and 
laichfully perfozm, & namely theſe perti⸗ 
ulars folowing amongeſt preff, firſt the 
free pardõ & ful foꝛgiuenes of al our ſins, 
2 whether 
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whether it bee our oziginall inſquities, 
wherein wee were conceiued, and bozne, 
and which we heue bz2ought with vs into 
the wozloe from our methers wombe, oz 
our actuall cranſgreſiions committed as 
gainſt Cod c his lawes, either by theght, 
woꝛd, oz dced. cither by doing euil things 
fozviddcn , 02 by leauing vndoone good 
things commanded(Agaiuſt both which) 
wee haue a double remedie in Chyiſte, 
name iy. that eur cuil committed, is remos 
ned in Chziſts death, c che good that we 
hauc 52 do omitte, is anlwered in the ſul⸗ 
nes of Chziſtes righteouſneſſe and holi⸗ 
nes imputed vnto vs: whiche thing as if 
ſerneth verie wel to expꝛeſſe cur commen 
milerie, and maye bee a pꝛofitable argu⸗ 
ment vnfeignt dly to humble vs, ſo voth it 
highlye commend Gods infinite mercie, 
freelie without eny merrites 62 deſerts cf 
urs at all, pardoning all cur trenſgreſſi⸗ 
ens, Witch? ought not onelpe to glue 
temſoꝛt vnto vs, in as muche as netther 
ſinne, the Diuell, no2 hell, can lape anye 
thing to our charge, to take any hold vp⸗ 
pon vs ai all. to oucrth2owe vs, but allo 
to pꝛouoke vs to cout inuall . 
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fo2 this great loue, with care and conſci⸗ 
ence, walking befoze him all the dates of 
our liues.cucn as tho'e that poſſeſle holi⸗ 
nes and righteouſneſle, 

A ſecond ſpeciali grace, that God hath 
p0miſed vnto his Churche, is the riſing 
againe of che body, at the generall fudge» 
ment, which though it bath ben diſſolued 


into the duſt, ſhall pet notwichſtending 


at the laſt day. by che almightie pawer of 
Cod, whereby hee ts able to ſubdne all 
things vnto hunſelfe, be raiſco vp again, 
and vnited cucrie bodte vnto his ovine ſe⸗ 
uerall ſoule, that ſo both bedpe aud ſoule 

being ieyned tore: her, the faichfull that 

in both of them, hath bene partekers of 
grieke in this liſe , maye in both of them 

enter into the 10978 of there Lo2v, and ve 

made perkecte partakers of cternall bleſ⸗ 

ſedneſſe. 

And this is the third grate, and off of 
God towardes his Church which we call 
alſa eternall oz euerla ing life, the very 
ende of our faith and hope in whiche the 
Lode hath layd vp fo2 thdſe that bee hie, 
luch ioies. as the eie of man hath not ſeen 
neither his care hearde , neither is his 
| | 3 tangue 
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tongue able to exp2eſſe,no2 his hart large 
inough to conceiue. And this is that ſum 
of religion, whiche J haue learned out of 
the wozd cf God, renouncing all errours 
F opinions whatlocuer contrarpe to this, 
and pꝛomiſing and pꝛopoſing, by Gods 
good aſſiſtaunce (without whome J can 
not do any thing / to aud cncn inlife and 
dcath vnto this foz cuer. 

0, It is well, and I am glad to heare 
this much from you, touching the firſt 
part of the word, namely faith: now let 
me heare what you can ſay concerning 
obedience. ; 

A, Euen that that Cod himſelk hath 
put downe in che ten commaundements 
contetaing che ſum of ail our duties, eps 
ther towardes the Lozde himlelke, inthe 
foure commaundements cf che firſt table: 
oꝛ one cf-v3 towardes another conceined 
in the ſix commanndements of the {econd 
table. 

Queſt. As you haue gone ouer the 
groundes of religion, deliuering the 
ſame, in a ſhort ſumme, by which I per. 
ciue, what you hold touching faith: ſo 
I would haue you to declare what , od 

or- 
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forbiddeth and commandeth in cuery 
cõmandemẽt ot theſe ten, that ſo I may 
perceiue what grow tli you haue made, 
in the right vaderitanding ot thæin. 
eA»ſwer, J will gladlp doo it (Sir) 
accozding to my pooze (k:1l, In the firſt, 
Cod doth fo2 bid vs to alioww1n our iudg⸗ 
ment, vſe in out actions. 02 defend in our 


. wozdes, anye idolatrie, ſouthlaping, cou⸗ 


ring, witchcraft, charming, falſe docs 
trine, mans inuentions, fe are, lone, 02 c⸗ 
mat ion, of any what ſoeuer creature az 
boue God, 02 equallie with bim oz anpe 
perſon oz perſons whatſocucr, which (hal 
ap2ooue, vſe, oz maintaine ſuch things 
commanding vs on the other ſide, to — 
buto him his due houoz, and ſeruice both 
ontwardlye,and inwardly, that is. to hoe 
nour, loue, feare, a obey him in al things, 
to wozſhippe him euelp, to put or whole 
truſt in him onely in al feare, danger, and 
ntceſſitie, to fly vnto him alone, T to call 
bpon him only, acknowledama him alone 
to be the creatoꝛ, pꝛeſeruer and gouernoꝛ 
of al thiugs, both in heauen and in earth, 
and in places vnder the earth at. 

In the ſeconde , hee kozbiddeth all 
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making of images, oꝛ pꝛocuring ot them 
to bee made, to expꝛeſſe oz reſemble hys 
incompzehenſible maieſtie by, as alſo the 
allo waunte, vſe oz defence, of anpe ſuche 
Images, o any other thing whatfoeuer, 
by which we minde to ſeeke him, oꝛ woz⸗ 
ſhippe him in the lame, togeather with a 
manner of ſuperſtition whatſoeuer, Mes- 
theniſh, Jewiſh, 02 Papilicall, wee abs 
ſtaining altogether in his holye ſernice, 
from our owne inuentions, blind deuoti⸗ 
ons, himaine doctrines, and other mens 
examples oz rules, as alſo from ſuppoſed 
good intents, c other ſuch like cozruptts 
ons whatloener,he cõmanding vs agaime 
to giue vnto him that manner of wozſhip 
and ſeruice onclie, which bee himſelfe in 
dis wo2d requireth, without adding ther⸗ 
fo, 02 taking from it, becauſe hee knows 
eth what beit agreeth, with his own na 
ture, accoꝛding whereunto alſo hee hath 
giuen vs a perfect rule of righteouſneſſe, 
we continually withvzawing our ſelues 
from all (uperſfitious and carnall imagi⸗ 
nat ions, as wel concerning his ſpirituall 
maieſtp, ſubſłance, as alſo touching the 
leruices that we are to perfozm vnto 2 

n 


4 
| 


Cueſtions and Anſwers, 


In the third, hee condemneth all vſing 
02 abuſing,ofhis reuerende and fearefull 
name, either vainly, oz in raſh (wearing, 
be they othes) witchcraft, curſſing, foꝛ⸗ 
(wearing, and ſuch like, pea, hee fozvids 
deth vs to talke, ſpeake, 02 thinke of him 
himſelfe, his wozd, his wozkes,02 what⸗ 
ſocuerelſe hee is made knowne vnto vs 


bp, without an vrgent & weighty cauſe, 


02 without great reuerence and fzare, of 
bis dzeadtull maieſtie, he commaunding 
bs agapne, to haue and vſe in moTe high 
reuerence his help name, and al the parts 
and peeces of it, his woꝛkes, word, ſacra⸗ 
ments, and what ſocuer elle he is known 
vnto vs by: likewiſe to take an othe, (but 
pet vſing therein, with great reuerence 
the feare full c nlozicns name of our Gon 
onelpe, and of no creature whatfoeuer) 
when there is itt? occafton, as to affirme 
02 mainteine a trueth, /cſpeciallie if the 
magiſtrate lawfully require oꝛ command 
it) to ſeite fuoth the glozieof God, and 
to pꝛeſerue mutuall agreement and bꝛo⸗ 
therlye charitie amongeſf men, alwaies 
perſwading our ſelues, fo2 the better at⸗ 
compliſhment of thele duties, that hee 10 
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only ſearcher ot harts, æ rewarder of all 
ſincerity & truth, as on the other ſive alſo; 
moſt (harp & fearful reuẽ ger of al hipocri · 
ſp, blaſphemy, fals # vain ſwearing, toge⸗ 
ther with alother pꝛophanings # abuſings 
of his mot blefſed name & religion what⸗ 
ſoeuer,how great 02 (mal ſo euer they be, 

In the fourth he foꝛbiddeth, all abuſing 
of the Lozds day, eſpecially, by doing of 
pur owne wils in 1t,02 by ſpeaking of our 
owne woꝛdes, 9} by delight in diſcourſe 
oz dealing wich wozlvlp matters, though 
at other times lawfull, by vſing allo any 
wicked o2 vngodly exerciſe whatſoeuer, 
as dauncing. dicme,carving, table-plap⸗ 
ing, tanerne o2 alehouſc hannting, reſoz⸗ 
ting to the beholding of interludes, bear⸗ 
bayting oꝛ ſuch like, oꝛ by abuſing ok re⸗ 
creations , at other times moderately v- 
ſed of them ſelueslawfull , as ſhooting, 
bowling, riding, ec. And commandeth vs 
on the other ſide reuerendly & religiouſlp 
to ſpend the ſabbothes, as in ceaſing from 
the honef laboꝛs of our chꝛiſtian callings 
and in abſteining from lawful exerciſes 
62 retreations, ſo in pꝛeparing our ſelnes. 
ca and in frequenting # vſing of godly ere 
trciſcs 


Queſtions and Anſwers, 
erciſes- both publicke and pziuate . By 


publicke, I meane the church alſemblies, 
to which we ſhsuld careſully (opne our 


ſelues, and ſoberlte and quietlie ther hes 
haue cur ſelucs. in humble conkelſion ot 
dur ſines, in open ppoteſling of our fapthe, 
in vnkeigned thank. elgiuing foz mercies 
teceiued, in earneſt pꝛayer ſoʒ graces that 
we want, in diligent and attentine heas 


ting of the wozu, read and pzeached, and 


in chziſtian commaiicating in the holye 
Dacramentes, as time and occaſion ſhall 
ſerue, with carefull perfozmance of allo⸗ 
ther dutics whatſoeuer, and particulars 
lye charitable rcleife to the pooze, ſpeci⸗ 
allpe ſith God hath giuen vs in his great 
mercy, a time, a place and quietnes, end 
abilitpe, both of bodye and minde, to the 
ende wee ſhould the better attend, theſe 
publike cxerciſes of Gods holp religion. 
And when theſe be finiſhed, to beſtow the 
reſt of p time in meditating by our ſelues 
bpon the things taught and hard in conke⸗ 
rence of the ſame with other our bzethzen 

in examinyng vpon the ſame, our wines, 


| childzen,3 ſeruaunts, that ſo we may lay 


it vp in our hearts, fo2 the (rengthening 
of 


DO neflions and Anſtvers. 


ef our faith, © the directing of our lines, 
And yet not to ceaſe here, but theſe duties 
per kourmed, to giue our (clues to pꝛiuate 
reading of Gods woꝛd, to Chi lian pate 
er, and calling vpon his name, to earneſt 
conſt5eration of his moſt nable and won⸗ 
dectull wozkes : tg viſit the ſicke, and the 
pztfoners,ſpectally ſuch as ſuffer foz righ 
ceaus caules, that as the dap is dedicated 
to ſpirituall endes, ſo it map altogether 
be fpent in ſpiritual ererciſes , and as it 
was oꝛdeined foz Gods glozye, and our 
good, ſo it may wholly be referred to the 
fame. 

In the fifth tommaundement the Lozd 
foʒbiddeth al rebellion and diſobedience, 
euill ſpeech, oz wicked thoughtes,of mas 
giſtrates, miniſters, maſters, dames, mo⸗ 
thers, 02 anp other perſon, whom the lozd 
in his wiſedome and goodnes hath made 
our ſuperiours, either by age, auethoꝛitp, 
office, wealth. oꝛ any other maner of way 
whatſoeuer: hee commaunding againe 
(beca:1ſe al aucthozitye, whether it be of 
magiſtrates, miniſters, parentes, cc. is 
from himſelfe) that we ſhoulde vſe hun 
ble obedtenoe towards them all, bearing 
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DO neffions and Anfiers, 
greuerend minde to them. being ready to 
telieue, aſſiſl, and aide them to our vtter⸗ 


| molt, with our goodes, bodies, and liues, 


and willing co do after their commandes 
ments in all things, in the Lozv, and ſoz 
the Lozd accozding to our duties. | 
In the ſixt, there is condemned al mur⸗ 
ther, bloudſheading, fighting quatreling. 
hauliug and chiding, as alſo all hatred, 


' malice, and enuie in che heart, togeather 


with haſtie and headleſſe ſpeeches, end e⸗ 
tery thing whatſoeuer, that may pzoncke 
others 02 U irre vp our ſelues thereto,yea, 
there is foꝛbidden all manner of deſire to 
do hurt oz to reuenge: On the other ſive, 
there is commaunved,vnfeigned loue,pas 
tience, humilitte, humanitie, keeping 
ad making ol peace, gentle woꝛdes, ſolt 
anſwers, and all duet ies of compaſſion 
what loeuer, moe perticulerlie the relics 
ning of ſuche as bee in neede, the defen⸗ 
ding of ſuch as bee in di ſfreſſe, and the ſas 
ting and ſuccouring of them that bee in 
dunger, in perſon, life, healch,name Fc, 
to the vttermoſt of our powers. 

The leuenth condemning al whoꝛdem. 


foznication.,adultry, inceſt together with 


baudte 


Queſtiout and Anſwer. 
baudy and filthy talke, all loue ſongs, tic⸗ 
kings, topings, danſing, c all other wan⸗ 
ton oꝛ light behautour and vaſeemelp ge⸗ 
Fures,in body oz countenance (which in⸗ 
deed are nothing els but violent pꝛouoca⸗ 
tions to filthines and euill,together with 
all vncleanes both of body and minde, on 
the other ſide, it iniopneth vs, to keep our 
veſſels in hono2, and holines, as the mem» 
vers of Chiſt, and the temples of the ho⸗ 
ly chef, and to pꝛofeſſe and pꝛactiſe alſo 
all purencs and cha:ty, not only as tou- 
ching the act, but allo in heart, wozy, and 
behauidur, that ſo wee maye ſanctiſte the 
Loꝛde, both in our loules & bodies, which 
are his, he allowing vs alſo by this lawe, 
tuen fo? the auoidipg of all iucontinency, 
bis own holp ozdinance ot marriage, ſo it 
be made vp and perkozmed in hun. 

The eight koꝛbiddeth all theft and ſeas 
ling, either openlye oz ſecretly, either by 
fozce,fraude, oʒ other wiſe, together with 
all deteautable buying and ſelling, whe ⸗ 
ther it be in euil wares, oz by fall weights 
and meaſures,alſo al vſurp, all extoztion, 
all oppꝛeſſion, al bibꝛp, all vncharitable 


getting z keeping of other menus goods, 
and 


Queſtions and Anſwers, 
any all manner of cozrupt dealing whats 


| foeuer; as couſinage, commendation of 
deteit full commodities, cc. On the other 
ſide it commandeth vs, all true and faith- 


full dealing in our ſeuerall callings, due 
payment of debtes, diligent ſeruice, toge⸗ 
ther with all careful and friendly ſauing 
and eelinering ok other mens goods, wee 
tontent ing our ſelues with our pꝛeſent e⸗ 


' fate, not repining at the bleſſinges of 


god vpõ other men, in in ward 02 outward 
graces whatſoeuer pꝛeſerred befoze vs. 

The niuch fozbiddeth manifeſt periu⸗ 
ty, t bꝛeaking of lawſull othes and pꝛo⸗ 
miſes,all lying, ſlaundering, backbiting 
talecarrping, flattering and diſſembling, 
together with all euill ſpeaking againſt 
others, aud particularly diſeouering out 
hothers ſecrets, eicher in moꝛds. oz Wits 
tings, pzoceding from the malice c nagh⸗ 
{ines of mans heart. &came.it comman- 
deth vs to maintein the honoꝛ and credit 
ofall;ſpecially hoſe that be aduaneed to 
publke place, in the Church oꝛ common« 
wealth e in al our ſpcechcs to be 1ſt, ſim 


ple, modeſt, louing. cc. as alſo to witues, 


ug & (peak the truth, pea Þ whole truth. 
l and 


Queſtions and Anſwers, 


and nothing elſe but the trueth (yet with 
a (anctified minde and mouth) as occaſi⸗ 
on ſhalbe offred, without any reſpect, toys 
ching al men and matters whatſoeuer, 
In che tenth and laſt commanndement, 
the Lozd condemneth the very pꝛicks and 
motions to ſinne in mens minde (whiche 
the ſcripture ſomet imes calleth the lults 
& concupiſcences of our curſſed nature) 
as alſo all diſcontentednes of heart, with 
the ſtate and tondie ion that God is pleas 
ſed to put vs in, together with all mani⸗ 
felt ing therof,by valawful wiſhes, which 
be after a (ozre. thinges inleperable,cleas 
uing to the ſiunes of luſt, and diſconten⸗ 
tednes ef minde, fozbiddenheere . Am 
heere he tommandeth vs to fight againſ 
the beginnings of euil, in the firf aſſaut, 
leaſt otherwiſe, temptation further pꝛe⸗ 
nailing vpon vs with delight, we be cats 
ried on fozwarde by the ſubtiltie of ſinne, 
both to conſent vnto the euill, & to ſtriue 
foz the attempting and accompliſhment 
hereof. Yea, bee commaundeth vs to fo« 
fer and make muche of ſuche good mott- 
ons, as hee putteth in our minds, not ſufs 


fering them to die oz to be quenched tho⸗ 
row 


Queſtions and Anſwers. 
rowe the cozruption and naughtines of 
dur owne heartes, but carefully to iriue 
by all holy meanes, and the diligent and 
often vſe of the ſame, with earneſtnes to 
purſue them, and to bzing them to good 
effect. 


Quef, I can not but reioyce in the 


things I hear you ſpe ake, and approue 
of the ſame as good and holy: Howbe- 


it, becauſe in the beginning you ſayd, 
that beſides the general knowledge of 
Gods will reueiled in his worde, there 
was required ſpecially knowledge, tou- 
ching the matter ot the Lords ſupper, 
et vs deale ſome what in that alſo. Into 
whiche before wee enter perticulerly,l 
would gladly know of you, what a Sa- 
crament is. 

Anſwer, An out ward and holy ſigne, 


oweined by God himſelfe,and appointed 


to be v(ep in and of his church, to ſignifte 
and ſeale vnto the faith of the belceuers 
there, ſuch things as cannot be ſeene with 
moztall eie. 

Q. Why do you call it an outwarde 
ſigne, and yet holy withall. 

Anſwer. Dut warde, becauſe it is ſub⸗ 
C tect 
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0 veſbions and Anſwers. 
fect to our lenſes, as ſight, feeling, tate: 
and holp, becauſe it is appointed fo holp 
vſes, and to ſigniſie moſt holp things vn⸗ 
to vs. 

A And why do you ſay, ordeined 
by God himſelfe. 

A. Vecauſe it belongeth to none, but 
to him alone, to ode ine holpe ſignes and 
Sacraments, 

. And why ſay you, appointed to 
be vied, in and of his Church. 

eAnſver, Firſt, to auoyde all p2inate 
adminiſtration of them: Secondly to ex⸗ 
clude that ſuperſtition in poperp,of ſhews 
ing them without participation and com⸗ 
municat ing in them: thirdly to declare to 
whom they belong, namelp, to the church 
and to none other. 

Queſt. What meane the words fol. 
lowing, in this diſcription of a Sacta- 
ment. 

An. Thep conteine and expꝛeſſe, one 
pꝛincipal end ofthe inftitutton of Sacra- 
ments, namely chat they bee ozdeined to 
be ſeales anopledges ofercellent things, 

Q. Jo vhat endes els, hath God or- 
deined, ſuch holy ſignes & ſacraments, 
An. Therby 


0 neflions and Anſireri. 
* An. Thereby moze andmoze to ex⸗ 
p2eſle our dulnes and groſſenes, ſpecially 
in compꝛehending of ſpiricuall, and heas 
uenly matters, and wit hall to frengthen 
and aſſure our weake faith in the trueth 
- certaintie ot his moſt \weete pꝛomi⸗ 
8. 
How many thinges are there to 


E be conſidered in aSacrament, 
Au. Thee ſpeciallpe, as JT take it: 


namely the out ward Element it ſelfe, oz 
the viſible and ſenſible ſigne : Secondly, 
the inward and ſpirituall grace, ſignified 
thereby: and laſlly, the analogte and pꝛo⸗ 
poztion betweene the ſigne,and the thing 
ſignified, 
0, What be the ſignes or elements 
in the Lordes Supper. 
An, Ne haue there, two moſt liuely 
ſignes, to wit, Bꝛead, and Mine. 
2. What is the ſpirituall and in- 
warde grace. 
As. Chziſte and all his merrites, in 
whome alone dwelleth the kulnes ok all 
goodnes and truth fo2 euermoze. 
Q. What proportion is there, be- 
tween theſe ſigns, & the thing ſignified. 
2 An, The 


Q weſtions and Anſwers, 


eAnſwere, The bit ad ſpecially, when 
it is bꝛoken, doth ſignify vnto me Chziſts 
body crucified fo2 mee, and the wine doth 
liue ly repꝛeſent vnto me, his molt pꝛeti⸗ 
ous bloud that was ſhed fo2 mee, and fo 
many, to the fozgtuenes of ſinnes. 

Oueſt. What ment the Lord to take 
theſe elements ratherthen other, to re- 
preſent & ſet out ſuch excellent things 
by. 
An ſirere. Becauſe thep do indeed moll 
lively declare, thoſe ſpiritual graces,that 
we haue from Chziſt;fo2 as bzead ſtreng⸗ 
theneth mans heart, and Wine comfop 
teth the ſame , as both the trueth of the 
woꝛde and dailye experience teacheth (0 
muſt we haue all ſpirituall Crength and 
conſolation foꝛ our ſoules, from Chziſt as 
lone, and him crucified and bzuiſed, and 
bꝛoken fo our ſinnes, oz elſe it will not 
bee, 

2. And wherefore hath he ordeined 
two ſignes, in his holy ſupper, ſeeing in 
baptiſme there is but one onely. 

Anſirer. Not onelp to meete with that 
ſacriligious deniſe of popery, taking from 
the people the Cup;but moze liuelp to (et 
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footh his loue towardes vs in the multi⸗ 
tude of his mercies , and the mote ſtead: 
faſtly to aſſure vs, that he as in ſpirituall 
reſpects, doth not feede vs to the halues, 
but fully the aboundance of his graces in 
Chiilk, being not onely the meat, but the 
dzincke alſo of our ſoules. 

Q. And why hath the Lord appoyn- 


ted you, to take,cate, and drinke, theſe 


outward elements. 

An, The moze aſſuredly therby to put 
me in poſſeſſion of Chꝛiſt, and his merits, 
ind the kruites and effectes flowing from 
the lame, J being no moze certein in mp 
outward man, that J haue receiued theſe 
to ſome good p2ofite and purpoſe, then 
that by faith, I haue certeinly taken hold 
of Chꝛiſt, hee dwelling in my heart by 
the ſame, and making me fruicfull co eue⸗ 
ty good wozke, | 

0. Doyoumeane that you ſhoulde 
much regard the outward elements? or 
that the breade and wine are become 
our ſpirituall nouriſhment, 

Anſwer, No indeede, neither the one 
noꝛ the other: fo2 if we doubt vppon the 
outward, we ſhould ſoone haue our faith 
3 ſollen 


0 neftions and Anſwers, 


ffolen away from the inward. And foꝛ þ g# 
ther, we know & beleeue,y bodily things 
cannot nouriſh ſpiritualp, but this is that 
that J mean, that by the outward ſignes, 
we ſhuld be as it wer led by the hand vnto 
that which they ſignifie,from whence in⸗ 
deen, both ſpiritual life heer, eternal life 
in the woꝛld to come do pꝛoceed, that is to 
ſay,Chziſt Jeſus himſelt who hath luffred 
his death te paſſion to take away the cauſe 
of our death & condemnation, v is to ſape, 
Sinne, and ts renue vs vnto eternall liſe; 
— ve fulnes of all ſpiritual liueli⸗ 
nes, which reſteth and remaineth in him. 

. Whereis Ieſus Chriſte now (the 
matter of the Supper) ſpecially accor- 
ding to his humaine nature, 

«An, Not on earth ſurely, what ſoeuer 
men fantaſie, but in heauen from whence 
he ſhall come in great glozy, to tudge the 
quicke and the dead, 

N. By what means, can youthẽ which 
ar on earth, receue him that is in heuen. 

A. As Jreceine with my hande e my 
mouth the lacament, that is to lap y bzeal 
E wine, ok the lacrament, x that to the no⸗ 
n of this body, and pꝛeleruat ion + 
natura 


D neftions and Anſfwert. 


natttral life:euen ſo, by the vertue & pow⸗ 
er of d holy gho{t,J do-inwardlp & in mp 
foul,receiue & imb2ace,thozow the hanve 
Emouth of a liuelp and ſtedfaſt faith, our 
Lo2d Jeſus Chziſt, verie God and verie 
man, that by him, I map leade a ſpiritual 
hfe heere, and afterwards live eternally, 

0: Hytherto we haue laboured, and 
I hope profitablye, in the firſt parte of 

reparationto the Lords ſupper:wher- 
in alſo (becauſe it is the foundation 
and ground worke to the reſt) we haue 
delt more largely. Now let vs proceed 
to the ether remaining, dealing with 
them in ſome more ſhorter ſort, yet ſo 
ſtil, as we may com fortablie and profi- 
tablie vnderſtande the ſame , Tell mee 
therfore which is the ſecond thing, ne- 
ceſſarily — — of him, that ſnal wor- 
thely partake in this holy ſacrament ot 
the body and bloud of the Lord, 
An. A ﬀeadfaft faith in the trueth of 
Gods pꝛomiſes. 

<P do you ſo expreſly demand 
ſteadfaſtnes in fayth. ä 
Anſwer. Becauſe that is moſt neceſſa- 


tilye required in the ſame, as a notable 
meane 
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mean to make it being Gods gift, in ſom 
meaſure acceptable befoze him, and com⸗ 
f02table to our owne ſcules: fo what iop 
$2 peace can wee haue when our perlwa⸗ 
ſions be carried hither and thither, and we 
find our ſelues wauering in thole pꝛinci⸗ 
pall thoughts of our hearts, chat do cons 
cerne Gods eternall mercies towards vs 
mChiil, 

. And why do you require a ſtead- 
faſt taith , rather then a perfecte faith, 
ſeeing that perfection beeing more ex- 
cellent, then ſteadfaſtnes, it is likelye 
that it ſnould bring forth more excel- 
lent fruites. 

- Anſwer Becauſe that we, by reaſon of 
the remainders of coꝛruptions, that wee 
thall carrie about with vs, ſo long as we 
liue heere, can neuer in this life atteine 
to perfection, ot this oꝛ any other ſpiritu⸗ 
all grace. And pet if it be ſteadfaſt, ſure, 
and vumooueable, it is ſuch as God will 
accept in vs foʒ Chʒiſts ſake, becauſe ther 
is in him alone, matter ſufficient to cure 
all our maladies, and to couer all our im* 
perfections: and ſuche alſo as wee maye 
well comlozte our lelues in, becaule — 
tha 


Queſtiont and Anſwers, 
that only giveth faith, hath bene pleaſey 


to beſtow the ſame vpon vs, and wee reſt 


perſwaded, that hee will not reiecce hys 
owne wozke in vs. 

Q. Do you mean, by a ſteadfaſt and 
an vnmooueable faith, ſuch a fayth, as 
from the firſt planting of it, was neuer 
aſaulted with diffidence, or ſhaken 
with diſtruſt, 

Anſwer, No indeeve: fo that were tg 
imagine, that there were no ſinne remate 
ning in vs,02 ſathan without vs to tempt, 
whereas wee knowe that as in reſpect of 
our ſelues, wee are dull of heart,and ſlow 
to beleeue, ſo Sathan in a continuall mas 
lice againſt vs, hath not onely deſired tg 
winnow vs as wheate, but ſoze battered 
and beaten our faith and hope. Dawbeic 
heer is our cofozt,that Chꝛiſt hath pꝛaied 
foz vs, that our faith faile not, we further 
raiſing vp alſo our ſelues, euen as the A« 
pole voeth him ſelfe, and the reſt of the 
belecuers,with this (weete ſentence,thac 
though wee doubt, yet wee dilpatre not. 

Q. And what do you take this ſted- 
faſt fayth to bee, that you ſpeake of. 

Ax, It is a certaine perlwaſion, ans 


parti⸗ 
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particular application of p whol wozd, g 
ſpecially ofthe ſweet & cofoztable pꝛomi⸗ 
ſes therin conteined, to mine own hart, J 
aſſurevly feeling this in my ſoul, 5 whats 
ſoeuer is generally pꝛomiled, to the cõpa⸗ 
ny of þ faichful & beleuing people, (halbe 
particularly verified, ſpecialy in mp ſelf 

And why ſay you that by the eie 
of faith, you look rather to the promi. 
ſes, then to the whole worde, or holye 
{criptures of God. 

A. Becauſe though it be true,that mp 
faithreſpecteth al the wozd, & euery part 
Epeece of it.as which conteineth whatſo⸗ 
euer is neceſſary to eternall life, pet both 
it maſt pꝛincipally regarde the pzomiſes 
therein comp2ized, which be indeede, the 
moſt pꝛoper peculter, and comfoꝛtable ob 
eicts therof, as which do moſt liuely pꝛo⸗ 
poũd & ſet befoze vs Gods eternal fanoz, 
Chniſfes holie merrites, and whatloeuer 
elſe is ſweet and pleaſant, either fo2 this 
life pꝛeſent, oꝛ that which is to come. 
C. Are all promiſes in the worde, of 
like excellency, ſveetnes, and comfort. 

A. No certainlp,fo2 though that they 
bee all pꝛoſitable, pet the __ - 
5 [th 


| 
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ſhiritital bleſſings ar moſt to be effeemey 
Q. It all be not a like precious, tell | 

mee which are thoſe promiſes, that yon 

ought to make molt ſpeciall account 

of, to lay hold of them by faith. | 
A. Jſap,y by p hand of faith, J ought 

to apꝛehend the al general, whether they 

concern, earthly, oz heauenlp, bodilpe, oz 

ſpirituall bencfits, becauſe thep be the ve⸗ 

wanoriſhment, 02 life rather of my ſoule: 

howbeit, I ought molt chiefly to look vp⸗ 

n thoſe, that do concern the foꝛgiut nes ot 

my ſins in this life thoꝛow chziſts obedi⸗ 

ente. thoſe that are made touching eters 

nal life, c euerlaſting ſaluatiõ thꝛow him 

Q. And hy ſhuld you regard tlieſe 

rather then the other. (| 
A. Becauſe without the feeling of þ 1 

ſygiuenes of our ſinns in Chit, we can 1 

haue nothing but diſquietnes of ſpirit, > 1 

hel in our hearts, neither can all oz any of i 

Gods graces without that, be comfo2tas 11 

ble vnto vs: but means rather to agrauate | 

our moſt fearful tondẽ nation. And beſids | 

if it wer not fo2-þ fruition of eternal life, 1 

after this life ended, we p pꝛokeſſe godli⸗ 

nes, were the moſt miſerable of all _ 
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Queſtions and Anſwere. 


NQ. I perceiue then by this, that as it 
behooueth cuery godly man and wo- 
man,to be well acquainted with all the 
word generally, ſo it ſpecially ſtandeth 
them in hand, to labor to haue a moſt 
skilful teeling in the promiſes thereof. 

A. That is moſt true, as without the 
which indeede he cannot, either lawfully 
enioye, oz religiouſlpe vſe, the out warde 
bleſſinges ok this life o2 patiently vnder⸗ 
goe, 02 couragiouſlie ouercome, the afflic 
tios that he is to endure foꝛ Chꝛiſts ſake, 
02 comfo2tablie to feele Gods moſt holit 
kauour and loue, 02 ſweetly be made par 
taker of Chꝛiſt and his merites, 02 haut 
anye hope of heauen aſluredlye ſettled in 
his heart, 02 atteine indeede to any true 
top and conſolation of the ſpirite, becauſe 
all and enerp one of theſe things are offt⸗ 
red, and as it were tonueied ouer vnto vs, 
in the pꝛomiſes of the woꝛd. 

Q. But wee ate dull of heart, and 
flow to beleeue, as you ſaid before. And 
beſides there ſtandeth betwixt vs and 
Gods promiſes, not onely the cloud al 
our natural corruption, but alſo the in- 


numerable tranſgreſſions that we haue 
com- 
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mitted againſte God, and one of vs 4. 
ganſt another, by meanes whereof,we 
xe become not onely ynmeet and vn- 
vorthy of any ſuch grace, but in ſtead 
ofthe ſame, haue deſerued all iudge- 
ments, both temporall and eternall, to 
bepowred forth vpon vs. To all which 
de the exact iuſtice of God, whiche 
cannot but puniſh ſuch horrible tranſ- 
greſſions. In this miſerable eſtate and 
taking. What ſhall wee do? or what ſhall 
detide of vs. 

A4. J will ew you ſo far foꝛth as mp 
pooze (kill will ſerue mee, and as J haue 
learned from pour mouth out of the woꝛd 
againſt the ſtrength of naturall copruptis 
dn in our ſelues, wee are to ſet the power 
ofour regeneration from G O D. Gods 
wozke in the excellency & might of it, be⸗ 
ing able to ouerthzow euerpe thing, that 
either by our weakenes, oꝛ Sathans mas 
lite, ſhall exalt it ſelfe againſt it. And to 
the wound that is made in vs by the huge 
heape of our tranlgreſſions, we are to aps 
plie the ſoueraigne ſalue of our ſautours 
ſufferinges and death, the leaſt crumme 
02 dzop as you would ſape of whoſe mers 
rites, 
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rits.is able to bꝛeak the ſtrongeſt band 
chain of our fins,m whome allo being the 
perſon that god is wel pleaſed with, # ha« 
uing the fulnes of al goodnes in himſelf; 
we cannot but find ſufficient wozthines, 
to couer our wzeechednes & all imperfece 
tous that be in vs whatſoeuer. And as fo 
Gods iuſtice, it is all ready anlwered in 
Chziſts obedience fo2 vs, by the meanes 
wherof alſo ther is an entrance made in* 
to þ infinit treſure houſe 4 ſfoze of his in⸗ 
compzehenſible mercy,to be comunicated 
vnto vs. And if it agree not with humain 
equity wher a det is once paid, to demand 
it again, can we imagin p it ſhal ſt and w 
Gods iuſlice.either to demand p det, oꝛ ts 
taſt vs into pꝛiſon, ſith p hand waiting of 
b law, which was againſt vs co condemn 
vs, is canceled thzuogh chꝛiſts obedienet. 
2. Butmany of Gods children, in the 
middeſtof ther cobats, know not whe- 
ther they haue faith or no: yea, for the 
moſt part it ſemeth to them, that then 
they haue non at all. Tell me therefore 
how may a godly man trie, V hether he 

haue faith, yea, or no. 
A. They malt here haue W 
| thole 
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thoſe fruits and effects of faith, that Gov 
| hath bin pleaſed to beſtow vpon them, e 
mabled the in ſom meaſure to ſhew fozth 
tither towards his owne maiel pe, oz tos 
wards men, c particularly they muſt look 
tot hole graces of feruenc pꝛaier, chziſ ts 
an patience, godly ſozrow, ſincere lone, E 
many ſuch other good dutice, either palk 


| u pꝛeſent, as God hath made them able, 

either in affection to deſire & apꝛoue, oʒ in 
action to accopliſh æ perfozm; fro whence 
doutles they map & dught co receiue com 
igt, becaule that if cur fozmer tranſgreſs 
ſons pꝛoceding from our ſelues, ſhuld caſt 


down & gricue vs to the hart, then the 


fozmer feelings of gods Graces beffows 
ed vpon vs of his own goodnes, + flowing 
only & wholy from him, ſhould gine coms 
lit to our ſoules, & peeld vs hope in time 
iu come, though pꝛeſently we find it not, 
that we ſhal again poſſeſſe,not only theſe 
fozmer iopes, but greater meaſure and 
moe aſſurance thereof, 


L.One neceſſary queſtiõ is yet behind, 


wherein alſo I would gladlye haue you 
peak, namely, hy you do require faith 
dow, rather then at other times ſith we 
ſhould careful - 
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carefully indeuour alwaies, to find and 
feele, that at home in ov ne hearts, ag 
which is indeed the principal comfott 
and ioy of our ſoules. 

An. Becauſe we haue now thozow the 
vſe of the Dacrament , in moze particu⸗ 
lar and plaine manner, all Chziſtes mers 
rites offered vnto vs, yea, whole Chiiſte 
himſelfe , in whome all the pzomiſes of 
God, are Yea, and Amen. Al which, ſith 
they can no otherwiſe bee laide holde of, 
then by the hand of faith,/foz Chyift is in 
heauen, and we are on earth, and his gras 
ces are ſpiritual, and cannot but by a ſpi⸗ 
rituall inſtrument be appꝛehended, any 
faith onely hath this vertue in it, to ioyn 
thinges together, that be as far a (under 
as heauen and earth, pea, and to male 
things paſf, and to come alſo, as though 
they were actually pꝛeſent either inſight 
oz poſſeſſion) J ſaye wee haue now moze 
neede , then at other times to raiſe any 
firre vp our faith, and moze ſtrongly and 
comfoztably, to applie the pꝛomiſes vnto 
dur owne ſoules, oꝛ elſe we ſhalbe farre ot 
from aunſwering the goodnes offered, 8 
great diſhonoz doutles co almighty God, 
2, Which 
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DO weftions and Anfrers. 
A. Whiche is the third poynt, ne- 
ceceſſay for a godly communicant, to 
bring with him to the right vſe & par- 
ticipation of the Lords holy Supper? 
A, Unfeigned repentance fo? all his 


linnes whatſlocucr, 
Q. Why do you demand ynfeigned 


nes in repentance? 


A. To the end that our in ward and 


dut ward hipocriſie, both befoze Cod and 
man, (a vice too common in all holy acti⸗ 
ons, and euen in this particularly) being 
put farre from vs, wee might labour in 
ſoundneſſe to per foʒme that, that ſhalbe 
acceptable in his ſigbt, and pzoficable and 
comfoztable both to our ſelues, t others. 
Q. Why do you demaund vnfeined 
repentance,rather then perfect: 
Anſwere. Becaule as hath bene ſapde 
ſundzp times befoze, we can neuer in this 
life atteine to perfection, either ofthys, 
0 of anye other good grace whatſoeuer. 
And pet if it be ſettled in the heart, and 
pꝛoceede in ſinceritie from the ſame,(the 


heart be ing the moſt pzincipall part, that 
God regutreth in all ſeruices) it cannot 


but be accepted in his ſight. 
D 2 And 
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Q. And what profite ſhal come en- 
to vs, by this vnfeigned repentaunce, if 
vpon right examination ot our ſelues, 
wee finde it in our own ſoules? 

A. Firſt, it ſhall diſtinguiſh vs from 
Dipocrites, who out wardly make manye 
godly ſhewes of this, other good things 
alſo , but pet haue no ſoundnes within 
them. Sccondlp, it ſhalbe a ſure pledge 
vnto vs, ot the fozginenes ol our ſins,be- 
cauſe repentaunce & fozgiuenes of ſinnes 
can neuer be ſundered, as the Scripture 
{apth in manye places. Thirdlie it is an 
euident teſtimony, that wee haue imbza⸗ 
ted the Goſpell, ( becauſe repentaunce is 
a P2incipall part of it) and by conſequent 
eternall life, becanſe the Goſpell is the 
power of Go to ſaluation , to all them 
that belecue; Laſtly, it is a plaine pzoofe 
of that faith, that God by his woꝛde out- 
wardly and by his ſpirite inwardly, hath 
wꝛaught in our hearts, repentaunce bes 
ing one pꝛincipall fruit and effect there⸗ 
of. 

Queſt. What is this repentaunce it 
ſeltc? 

Anſwer, An earneſt hatred of all and 
ener? 
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tuerye ſinne , whiche heeertofoze wee 
haue loued, delighted in, oz perfourmed, 
and on the other ſive , an vnfeignned loue 
cf all tighteouſneſſe whatſocuer, whiche 
heeretofoze wee haue hated : this loue of 
the good, and hatred of the enill, pꝛocee⸗ 
ding from a right and reuerent feare of 
Gods eternall Paieſfie, and wozking al» 
ſo ſo farre in vs, that it cauſeth vs to foz- 


' ſake our ſelues, and to ſiriue in ſome ac⸗ 


ceptable meaſure to the moꝛtiſication of 
our owne cozruption, and to the renews 
ing of Gods Image in vs, to the end we 
map be altogether gouerned by the holpe 
ſpirite of Ged, both in the ſeruice of his 
Paieſtie, and alſo in the perfozmance of 
all holp duties towardes our ſelues and os 
ther men, 


| __ I perccine by this you haue 


ſayed , that before wee can eyther 
tell what repentaunce is, or can well 
come to the practiſe of it, wee muſte 
bee acquainted , and that in feeling, 
with manye good thinges, and name- 
lye , that wee muſte knowe firſte 
what ſinne is, alſo howe manye ſortes 


thereare of it , and likewife by howe 


3 manye 


DL weſtions and Anſwers, 
many meanes it may bee committed. 
Tell me therefore firſt , what you take 
ſinne to bee? 

A. Sinne is the tranſgreſſton any 
beach of the law of God oncly, 

Q, Andwhy ſaye you, it is a breach 
of Gods law onelic? 

A. Both becauſe his law is the on⸗ 
lie rule of all religion towardes him, and 
of all charitie towards men, and becauſe 
none hath anthozitte to binde mens cons 
ſciences with the coꝛdes of ſinne, but hee 
alone. that hath made them, and who one⸗ 
ly knoweth what ſinne is. 

O. Howe many ſortes of ſinnes are 
there? 

A. Two kindes as J take it:the one 
02iginall, and the other actuall, 

Q. What call you Originall ſinne: 

A. An vniuerſal infection and genes 
all cozruption of al mankind, both in bo⸗ 
dye and ſoule , conueied oner from our 
fir parents Adam and Heuah, (becauſe 
we were all in their loynes ſanding and 
falling together with them) not by imi⸗ 
tation. but by purgation, into al their po⸗ 
Keritie, there flowing from the lame, an 
vtcer 
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btter defactng of Gods Image in vs, 
which was giuen vs chozow his grace in 
Creation and their following in tfcan of 
it, che Image of Sathan thozow cozrup⸗ 
tion, 

Q. What call you actuall ſinne? 

A. Al the fruits and effects of our on⸗ 
ginall vnrighteduſnes whatſocuer, whe» 
ther they be mot ions to euil in the mind, 
02 conſent oz peelding to ſinne in the vns 
derſtanding 02 accompliſhmenc of the 
ſame in wozdoz deede. 

Q. Why doe you call theſe actuall 
ſinnes, ſeeing that the moſte of them, 
ſtande rather in affection then in acti- 
on? 

A. Becauſe thep are indeede, and of 
their owne nature ſinnes, whatſoeuer pas 
piſts ſap to the contrary {who holde that 
motions toeuill,are not euill. if they bee 
withſtood) as which pzoccede from that 
bitter root of og inall ſinne, and there⸗ 
foze muſt indeede be ſinne: Beſtoes ſich 
God that is a ſpirit (whole pure eis cans 
not behold wickednes, and who allo try⸗ 
eth the hearts and reynes) being bel? a⸗ 


ble foz his vpꝛight tudgement, to deter⸗ 
3 mine 
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mine and p2onounce touching ſinne, hath 
in his woꝛd (hut vp euill motions & euill 
affections, vnder the name of ſinne, they 
mult of neceſſitie bee ſo accounted of vs. 

Q. By how many meanes may ſinne 
be committed? 

An. Either outwardly, by cur words 
and deedes, as by filthie talking, fooliſhe 
ſpeech, vncleane actions, cc. Oꝛ inwards 
Ip, by our cozrapted thoughts, and iniqui⸗ 
tie map bee committed alſo, as well tho⸗ 
row ignozaunce, negligence, oz carleſnes 
leaning vndon the good duties that God 
enjoyneth vs to doe, as wittinglye and 
willingly perfozming, the euill thinges 
that he hath fozbidden vs by his law. 

O. Let mee heare in tewe wordes 
what profit you make by all this ſpeech 
of ſinne? 

A. Fitſt J learne, that in as much as 
Gods lawe is a plaine meanc to diſcouet 
good ct euil, I ſhould thereſoꝛe vie it as a 
not able inſtrument, both to confirme me 
in goodnes, giuingz it this pꝛiuiledg ouer 
me, that it ſhould foꝛ euer ouerrule al the 
thoughts of my heart, all the woꝛdes of 
my mouth , and all the wozkes of my 
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handes,and alſo to ſtrengthen me again(t 
all ſinne, both in affection and action and 
the rather becaule God by his woꝛd hath 
condemned the ſame, Secondly, that toz 
as much as a woꝛld of ſinne lyeth lurking 
within mp cozrupted nature, J ſhoulve 
learne thereby not onelpe to ſuſpect my 
ſelfe, and euery thing that J myſelf like 
of, as who by cozruption , doe loue and 
like the wo2ſf thinges, but diltgently to 
take heede alſo , that either by the pleas 
ſure oz ſubtilties of ſinne, which indure 
but fo2 a while, oz thozow the ignozance 
02 parcialitie of mine owne heart, J bee 
not deceiued. Thirdly that fo2 as much, 
as ſinne maye bee committed ſo manye 
wayes , J ſhoulde in all holpe care and a 
good conſcience, bee watchtull ouer my 
ſelfe, not onelpe , that J bee not ouer⸗ 
taken with the acte of ſinne , (a thinge 
that Dipocrites greatlpe regarde) but 
that the affections of euill pꝛeuail not vp⸗ 
pon me, ab ſteining in my heart, what J 
ran, from mottons and conſent thereto, 
and in my out warde countenaunce, be- 
hauiour, woꝛdes, and deeds, from all ap⸗ 
pearance of euill, . 


a 4 . There 
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. Therremainethone thing,which 
I had almolt togatten,wherof notwith 
ſtanding I would be glad to hear your 
minde, & the rather becauſe it is a pro- 
fitable point, both for knowledge and 
comfort, manye of Gods Children in 
the time ot their diſtreſſes, not know. 
ing how to anſwere an aſſault, that ari- 
ſeth vppe in them, to wit, whether they 
haue repented, yea. or no, Tell me ther- 
fore by what teſtimonies and tokens, 
may we be aſſured of our repentance, 
that it is right, ſpeciallye before God? 

A. J ſuppoſe , that fo the peace of a 
good conſcience in this behalte, we ſhuld 
leoke firlte into our affections , and lee 
whether they bee trulie turned from that 
loue of cuill, and hatred of good, whiche 
was iu them, thozow cozruption ok nature 
to a ſincere deteſtation of euill, and an 
vnfeigned deſire and delight in thinges 
acceptable befoꝛe God and men, wbich il 
in due examination wee finde, they maye 
then miniſter no doubt ſome comfozte vn 
to vs. Decondlp,we are to conſider what 
fruits haue followed this alteration and 
chaung of our affections, as wel * 
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God as towardes men, and towards our 
ſclues particular lie:as foz example, it bes 
foze God we haue ben humbled in vnkei⸗ 
ned conkeſſion of our tranſgreſſions, and 
in earneſt crauing foꝛgiuenes of fozmer 
ſinnes , and pꝛaping koz power againfe 
ſubſequent iniquitics , and all this wee 
haue requeſted foʒ Chziit Jeſus his ſake: 
iktowardes men, they haue made vs in 
thuſtian charit ie to labcz, the ſirengthe- 
ning of them that ſtand, and to pitty and 
pꝛay foʒ ſuch as be ouertaken, wee doing 
alſo what we can to pull them out of that 
filthie puddle of their cozrupt ion: and ik, 
win regarde of our ſelues , they haue 
bought foozth in vs, feare that wee fall 
not into the like, deſire care, and indeuoꝛ 
ofa better courſe , w1ath againſte our 
ſwnes, and our ſelues foz our ſinnes ſake, 
ethe vſing of tuery good and holy mean, 
both outward and inward, foz the repꝛel⸗ 
ſing of all ſinne generally, and ſpeciallpe 
of our particuler iniquities: then J ſape, 
Tſeenoreaſon, but if wee haue founde 
theſe andſuch like fruits, ſoundly ſectled 
mn cur heartes ( though happcly we haue 
them not in lo large a poztion, and great 

mealure 
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meaſure as gladly we would) wee ſhouly 
bee thozowite aſſured of our repentance, 

. Toſhutte vp this point of repen- 
taunce, and ſo to proceede to the reſt 
remayning : Tell me why doe you de- 
maund repentaunce,rathernow, then 
at other times? 

A. Becauſe Chziſt now is mote plain: 
lie, and plentikullp exhibited vnto vs, and 
ſette as it were befoze all our ſcnſes, our 
eies, eares, taſtes, and all beting in ſome 
ſozte, as it were ſatisſied with him am 
conueying him after a ſozt down into our 
heartes, to dwell there by fayth, that ſo 
hee map make vs fruitfull to euerp good 
wozke. Both which thinges, that he may 
the moꝛe delighekully do fo vs, and in vs, 
as in reſpect of our ſelues it ſtandeth vs 
in hande, moze mightelpe to labour the 
purging of our ſelues, from all filt hines 
of the fleſhe and the ſpirite, and to haue 
our ſanctification thozowlyperfected in 
the feare of God, otherwiſe hee will not 
take pleaſure to dwell oz wozke in vs, 
becauſe the LOR DE Jeluas cannot 
abide to haue hrs aboade, in an vucleane 
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Q. Let vs nowe come to the fourth 
thing, meete and neceſlarye , for eue- 
rye religious pertaker at the Lordes 
table, whiche allo I deſire of you to 
know what it is? 

A. Dincere loue towards al men, aud 
tuen particuleriy towardes our enemies 

Q. What do you mean by loue heer? 

A. Not only the vnkeigned affection. 
ofp heart. thougb v be the firff beginning 
and root of loue, but alſo che ſounde teſti» 
cation of it by outward ſignes,as couns 
tenaunce,behautour,wo2vs,deedes,tc, 

0. Andwhy do you exact ſound- 
nes, and ſincetitie in this loue. 

A, That lo wee might the better re⸗ 
moue that diſſembling and hipocriſy both 
d heart and woꝛd, that reſteth in our co2* 
tupt nature, and willingly giue ouer cur 
lelues, to peelde obevicnce to the rules of 
the woꝛd, which entoyneth vs, to let lone 
be without diſſimulation, ano commaun⸗ 
deth vs, that we ſhoule not loue iu wozd, 
neither in tongue onelp, but in decve and 
in truth. 

2. Why do you require ſound loue 
towardes all men? 
; ee 
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A. Becauſe Gods woꝛde in manye 
places of it, demandeth that duette of vs; 
alſo the example of our heauenlpe father, 
towardes all mankinde leadeth vs there 
to: and that common creation and bonde 
of nature , that is amongeſt vs ſhoulde 


pꝛouoke vs to it. 
But muſt wee loue all men alike: 


and ſhewe the like teſtimonies ot loue 
to all? x 

A. Iſuppoſe not ſo, but our loue muff 
be ruled, ſpeciallye in the actions, teſtis 
flyng it eyther accozding to the abillitie 
that God hath indaed vs our ſclues with 
all, pet ſo that we pzeferre in our wants, 
the chiefe and moſt pꝛincipall duties: 0 
elſe accoꝛding to the woꝛthie graces that 
he hath betowed vpon his Childꝛen, al- 
wapes notwithſtanding hauing reſpecte 
vnto the moſt excellent. J will with pour 
good patience, in two 02 thzee woodes, 
make mp meaning moꝛe plapne , that ſo 
pou may perceive pour labour not loſt in 
the foꝛmer inſtructions that pou haue gi⸗ 
uen mee touching this point. Ik manpe 
rand in neede, either of bodily 0 ſpiritus 
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atherwiſe,T am not able to releeue them 
all, then my minde is, that thoſe are moſF 
to be pꝛekerted, to who Jam moſt ſtraits 
ly bound, either by the bond of nature. oʒ 
thiſtian p2ofeſſion, 

L What reaſons haue you to leade 
you to this? 

A, Firft, the plain woꝛds of the text, 
| which as it chargeth vs to doe good vnto 

ill, ſo will it haue vs eſpecially to regard 
the houſhold of faith, Secondly, we haue 
the eramples, as of manp good men, ſo of 
one that is greater then all exception, 
Chiiſte Teſts himſelfe , who though he 
loued all his Diſciples, yet adomed one 
aboue the reſt, with this title, 7 be diſci- 
whom Je ſuus loned, 

2. Bur this thould ſeeme to approue 
ofreſpe& of perſons, & to be a mean of 
great emulation & contentiõ amongſt 
the mẽbers of the body of the church? 

A. Not ſo neither, becauſe here is no. 
thing of man eſteemed, but onely Gods 
graces, accozding as he hath made vs to 
ſee them in our ſelues o2 others, rightlie 
| reterenced, which alſo ſhalbe ſo ſarre of, 
from b2eeving iarres oz dillikes. _=_ 
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ſhalbe a no table ſpurre to all coodnes;jn 
as much as they that be indued with the 
belt partes, halbe moſt loued and beſt lis 
ked: from which like wile ther ſhall flowe 
a third commodity, namelp, that our loue, 
which is now carried away with wozdh 
reſpectes, and carnal conſiderat ions, ſhaþ 
be ouerruled as it were, and moſt (petial- 
lie reſtrained to ſpirituall and heauenlic 
bleſſinges* 

Q. Why do you adde particulerlie, 
tou ardes our enemies? 

A. The moꝛe deeply to ſound our own 
loue:foʒ wee lone them that loue vs what 
greate thing do wee, and the better to ttie 
our obedience to god, whorequireththis 
greate duetie at our handes : in perfoj- 
mance wherof allo, we our ſe lues / ſo it be 
ſoundlie done) mate reape ſinguler com- 
fozte, in as much, firſte as wee ſee Gods 
ſpirite, power fully wozking in vs, the 
pꝛactiſe of that, frõ which thozow the cop 
ruption of our nature wee are moſl farre, 
Secondlp becauſe it is an vndoubted te- 
ſcimonie of our ſound affection to Gods 
Saints,in as much as we loue them that 
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cute both vs and them, wee hoping yet 
further alſo, that God in luch ſozt will ſo 
bleſſe our poze obedience in this behalfe, 
perfozmed accoꝛding to his wozd, d other 
men by our example, ſhall in ſome ſozte 
be dꝛawen on, to do like towardes vs and 
others allo. 

Queſt, But this is a harde, yea an im- 
poſſible thinge for vs, as in reſpecte 
of our ſeluese ſpecially, to accompliſhe 
and performe? 

Anſwere, J confeſle that to bee true, 
howbeic the moze neede wee haue fo2 
that, to ſtriue to the dooing of it, not 
making the difficultie of this duetie, a 
meane to diſcourage vs, as manye doe 
inthis and manye other popntes, but 
to encourage vs rather, knowing that 
this beeing once perfourmed by the 
power of Gods ſpirite that dwelleth in 
vw, GO D bp this (all reape moze 
glowe , as whole power (hall the moze 
plainely appeare,by how much the wozke 
was hard, and altogeather impoſſible as 
inreſpecteofvs : and wee cure ſelues 
hall receiue moꝛe comfozt,in that weake 
leſhe and bloude hath bene 3 
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dy him vnkapnedly to doe that, from the 
leaſt thought whereof, we were moſt far 
remooued, 

. What reaſons haue you to lead 
you to the doing of this, ſo harde and 
excellent a dutie? 

An. Fitſt, manpe commaundementes 
contapned in the wozd. aud namelp, ar, 
5. Lab 6,27. where we are expꝛeſiy come 
manded to loue our enemies, xc. Second⸗ 
lp Gods owne pꝛactize, who loued vs 
when we were his encmies, and pet te⸗ 
ſtiſieth his loue towards all, making his 
ſunne to ſhine, and his raine to fall vpon 
the tuft and vniuſt. Thirdly, Chilis own 
example who loued. and as a ſigne ok his 
loue, pꝛaped foz them that put him to 
death, as the Euangeliſte recozdech, Js 
gainſt which, if epther thozow Sathans 
ſubtletp, oz in our owne ignoꝛaunce, wee 
will ſay, that Chꝛiſt did this as God: we 
ate fourthly to regarde the example ol 
manie of Gods ſayntes, and particulerly 
of Steuen, who as appeareth, Add. 7. 60. 
tompaſſed about with fleſh and blood like 
vnto our ſelues, did the like, in perſwa⸗ 
ding our owne heartes, that Cod which 
perfoz* 
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perfozmed it in him and others, will ac⸗ 
compliſh the ſame in vs. 

. What fruit and comfort ſhal you 
reape by this ſincere loue in you, and 
the effects thereof? 

A. Great and manp doutleſſe: as firſt 
it is a plaine badge and cogniſance, both 


tso my ſelf and others, that J am Chziſts 


diſciple.Secondlp, it is one aſſured argu⸗ 
ment, that J am tranſlated out of darke⸗ 
nes into light. Thirdly it ſealeth vp vn⸗ 
to me this, that J am a ſound and feeling 
member of the bodie of Chzift.Fourthly, 


it tertifieth my conlcience, that the ſaints 


and ſeruants of Cod doe vnkaine dly lone 
me. And laſtly, it is a certain pledge, that 
J am in ſome meaſure fit fo2 pꝛaier, with 
out the which alſo, euen all the ſupplica» 
tions of the fapthfull, ſhalbe abominable 
in Cods ſight , hurtfull to their owne 
ſoules, and vnpꝛoſitable to others. 
And why doe you require lone 
now, more then at all other times, ſee- 
ing it is a duty that we ſhould walk in, 
all the daies and times of our liues? 
Arſfrer, Becauſe wee receiue now, a 
mote crcellent pledge of that holye loue, 
E that 
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chat is and ought to be, betwirt the mem⸗ 
bers of Chziſts body. then ar other times. 
And therefoze good reaſon, that in ſound 
loue wee ſhould be moe fitte, fo the re- 
ceiuing ot that which God giueth vs, not 
onely to expꝛeſſe our mutuall loue bp, but 
there beeing allo a certaine pꝛopoztion 
and good agreement, bet weene the thing 
offered and receiued, we might moze and 
moze be ſtrengthened, and made to grow 
vp therein, 
Q Which is the laſt thing of al. requi- 
ſite to this holy action of the Supper? 
A. iz2m'ile thankeſgiuing to almigh 
tie God f11 au his mercies, and namilpe, 
ko thoſe that he offereth vs, at that hys 
holy table: which though it come in the 
laſt place, yet is it not of the leaſt impoꝛ⸗ 
taunce, as by whiche , becaule it is the 
p2incipall part of this action , the whole 
action it ſelfe is many times named: and 
being rightly perfozmed, is a good mean 
doutles, to haue that and al other mercies 
continued vpon vs, 
Q. Why doe you require humble- 
nes in your thankeſgiuingꝰ 
A. Firlt, to beat downe the pꝛide o 
our 


zide ol 
our 
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our own conceits, who are then ſpeciallte 
puffed vp,whe we haue receiued moſt gra 
ces from god:alſo becauſe we are aſſured, 
p without it, whatſoeuer ſeruice we offer 
bp to God, and therefoze our thankelgi⸗ 
uing likewiſe ſhalbe abhominable in his 
ſight, oz as it is true that God on the one 
ſide , reſiſteth the pꝛoud euen vnto their 
faces, generallpe in all their facts, c moſt 
ſpecially in ſuche ſeruices as they vnder⸗ 
take to perfozme to him: ſo doth hee de⸗ 
light in, and giue grace to the lowlp and 
meek, ſpecially to ſuch, as be ſo caſt down 
in themlelues, that they feel, that not one⸗ 
ly their owne ſinnes, haue made a fearful 
leperation betwixt God and them (hows 
ſoeuer it pleaſe him, in Chziffs innocencp 
and righteouſneſſe to cure and couer the 
lame) but alſo that the wozkes of righte⸗ 
onuſnes, which God hath inabled them to 
perfozme,are(not as they come from him 
02 of themſelues , but alſo as they taſt of 
the remainders of our cozruptio) as filthy 
t fained clouts in his ſight, if they ſhuld 
be tried by his moſt exact iudgement. 

0, And whatis this thankeſgiuing 
you ſpeake of and require? 

3 A. Not 


Queſtions and Anſwers, 


A. Not onely a gratefull receining 

of Gods benelites, as in regard ofthe afs 
fections of our minde,though that indeed 
bee the p2incipall, and which God moſt 
reſpecteth, and wee our ſelues may reape 
molk comkozt by: neither pet a lanctifiey 
vle of them, which alſo is (ome teſtimony 
both of our reucrence and thankefulneſle 
towards him that giueth the lame, and of 
faith in our ſelues, but allo an vnfeigned 
declaration (which J adde the better to 
ſhutte out hipocriſie) of our thankefull 
hearts, firſt by the wozds of our mouthes 
continuallite ſpeaking vnto his pꝛaples, 
that hath delt ſo liberallpe and largelpe 
with vs miſerable wietches,not wozthp 
of the leaſt bencfic of this life, much leſſe 
of that whiche is to come: and ſecondly, 
by the deedes of a holie conuerſation, in 
ſome meaſure aunſwerable tothoſe mere 
ties, and a notable meane alſo to teſli⸗ 
fie the care and kindneſſe cf our hearts, 
towardes Cod in his graces moſt plenti+ | 
fully powꝛed foꝛth vpon vs. 
Q. Why ſay you to almightie God? 
may we not yeeld thanks to men alſo? 
An. J name him becauſe hee is the 
onelp 
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onely founte ine, from whence alone flows 
eth all godnes to vsward, and therefoze 
indeede to him alone belongeth all pꝛaile 
and thankeſgiuing koz the ſame . Not 
minding pet hereby to debarre men from 
thanking one an other, in the gyftes that 
they communicate one to an other: fo 
piety oz perfozmance of duty to Cod, doth 
not deſtroy humanitie oz courteous dea⸗ 
ling one towards an other. And pet herin, 
men mult be alwates circum{pect,v they 
rob not God of his glozy,in the whole, oz 
in any part of it, which they (hal do. if they 
make oz take men to bee anye moze then 
inſtruments oz meaues of Sods mercie 
towardes them. 

That that followeth, me thinketli 
ſeemeth impoſſible for vs to pertorme, 
namelye, that wee thoulde yeelde God 
thanks for all his mercies. ſith they arc 
infinit and innumerable. The conſide- 
ration wherof, alſo ſnuld greatly caſt vs 
down,ſfith we faile ina duty of ſo great 
a moment and waigint , Tell me there- 
fore what is that you meane thereby? 

A. J deny not but conleſie,that ors 
mercies are as pou lay infinit & inumera⸗ 
3 rable, 
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rable,# that it is indeed impoſſible fo; vs 
to account them all; muche moze impol⸗ 
ſible woꝛthelpe to pꝛaiſe him fo2 them oz 
any one of them. But as in vnfeined cons 
feſſion of our own infinite tranſgreſſions 
befoze him, we ha ue ſome peece of a good 
conſcience, in the general laping of them 
out, and in a particuler rentall of ſomany 
of them as we can call to memozie : lo no 
doubt in this action, this map comfkozt vs 
that though we cannot call comind,euery 
one of his merctes particularlpe.yet wee 
ceale not in general termes, to pꝛaiſe him 
fo2 all. and particulerly torecount as mas 
nye as wee can: that ſo both waies, our 
thankefulnes map be both carneſt & cons 
tinuall: we dealing further in this, as in 
all other good duties, namely in fozceing 
our ſelues to the vttermoſte of graces res 
tceiued, to the careful perfozmanceof this 
holy ſeruice, cleauing pet when we haue 
done, fo2 the couering and curing ok our 
wants heer. as in all other wozks of righs 
teouſnes and fruites of our faith, to the 
kulnes of perfection and holines in our ſa⸗ 
uiour, who is there foʒe giuen vnto vs, not 


onely to take away ſinne, but to ſupply al 
our 
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dur defects, that ſo euery manner of wap, 
he might become wholy ours foz euer. 

Q. How many ſortes of Gods mer- 
cies are there towardes vs? 

A, Two in my judgement, euen as 
wee our ſelues, conſiſt of two partes, to 
wit, the one, out ward as our bodies, and 
the other, inward as our ſoules, and as we 
know & beleeue, that there are two liues, 
the one temporall heere, and the other e⸗ 
ternall in the woꝛld co come. Ok the fir(t 
ſozt, are peace, plentie, health, godly Pas 
giſtrats, good lawes, ſundzie ſucheilike, 
foz whiche we are bound dailpe to pꝛaiſe 
God, becauſe we daily inioy the ſame. Ok 
p ſecond ſoꝛt, are fayth, repentance, foꝛgi⸗ 
uenes of our ſinnes, and all good meanes 
wherby theſe things are begun begotten 
t continued in vs:which becauſe they are 
ſpiritual,vo no doubt moze neceſſarily be 
long, to the good eſfate of our loules, then 
the koꝛmer to p pꝛeſeruat ion of our bodies 
Theſe latter beeing again of two ſoztes: 
ſome reſpecting this life p2eſent , as the 
Miniſterpe of Gods woozde, celleb2as 
ting ofthe Dacramentes , execution of 


Chiyſtes Diſciplyne , earneſt pꝛapers, 
4 and 
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and Gods holy ſpirite, by the powerfull 
wozking wherof, all theſe are made fruit- 
full: oth ar ſome concerning the life that 
is to come, as the ſaluaion of our ſoules, 
in the dap of Chꝛiſt, the comfo2table fru⸗ 
it ion of Gods pꝛeſence fo2 eucrmoze, xt. 
The fozmer notwithſtandinge beeing 
means to bꝛing vs to the poſleſſio of theſe 
latter, and therefoze good reaſon, why 
we ſhould reuerently receiue them, and 
rightly vſe them to thoſe ends and purpo⸗ 
les whereunto God him ſelfe hath bene 
pleaſed, in great mercy to vs ward to aps 
point the ſame. 

, But ought we to be alike thank- 
full to God for all his mercies? 

A. True it is, that we ſhould let none 
of them ſlip ont of our memontes, noꝛ bee 
vnthankfull fo2 the lcaſt, if wee could tell 
how, becauſe the leaſt of them exceedeth 
all the thankes that we are able to peeld: 
Dowbeit thoſe that are moſte excellent, 
ſhould fetch from vs moſt humble & harty 
thanks, otherwiſe we ſhall depꝛiue God 
of a pzincipal part of his gloꝛp, whilſt we 
giue him ſmalleſt thanks, foꝛ his greateſt 
benefits, æ bewzap ſlender iudgement in 
our 
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our ſelues,that ar e not able to diſcern be⸗ 
tweene the beſt and the meaneſt of Gods 
mercies, pea, we ſhall ſpoile our ſelues ot 
that hope, that wee might haue ofthe cons 
tinuance and increaſe of bis goodnes to⸗ 
wardes vs, becaule the moze duttkullpe 
thankfull wee are towards him that al⸗ 
ſo being his owne grace wꝛought in vs) 
the moze hope wee haue (fill to receiue. 

2. Lou ſayd, wee ſhould eſpectallye 
than ke him for the graces, that hee is 
pleaſed to beſtow vppon vs, at that his 
holy table: But why ſay you ſo? 

A. As well becaule we haue then, a 
ſpeciall pꝛouocation giuen vs thereto, in 
the right vſe of the Supper, thole graces 
beeing after a ſozt plainelye pzopounded 
vnto all our ſenſes , as alſo becaule that 
the graces that are there offercd, bee ins 
deed ſpeciall and ſinguler merrites, if we 
conſider, either our vnwoꝛthines that res 
teiue them, (miſerable men that we are) 
02 the great goodnes of God the grace of 
them,o2 the excelency of the graces them⸗ 
ſelues,that be offered to vs therein. 

Queſt. What are thoſe graces I pray 


you? 
A. Pante 
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A. Manp and diuers, yea infinite am 
innumerable, ſpeciallie Chiiſtes deathe, 
and the moſt comfoztable fruites and el⸗ 
fects,that flow from the ſame, to al faith- 
full communicants, becauſe in them, hys 
death,and the fruites following it,connot 
bee ſundered, 

. What is there in the ſupper, that 
may lead vs to Chriſtes death, or maye 
put vs as it were in poſſeſſion of it and 
the fruits of the ſame? 

A. The bꝛeaking of the bꝛeade, and 
the powzing foꝛth of the wine, doe moſte 
liuely (et be foze the eies of my faith, the 
crucifipng of Chꝛiſtes body, and the ſheas 
ding ok his bloud, though that were per⸗ 
fourmed many hundzed peares agoe, this 
being one ſpeciall pꝛopertie of faith, (as 
hath bene ſaide already) to make things 
paſt pꝛeſent;z And J am made pertaker of 
the ſame, with all graces flowing krom 
it, in as much as accowding to Chꝛiſts oꝛ⸗ 
dinaunce and commandement, J take the 
bꝛeade and eat it, and dzincke likewiſe of 
that miſticall cuppe, by faith, aſſuring my 
ſelfe, that as verelie as that bꝛead is bꝛo⸗ 
ken, and that TAine powzed fo2th befoze 
mine 
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mine eies, ſoverely was Chziffes bodye 
crucified, and his bloud ſhedde vppon the 
Croſſe foz me, to the fo2ciuenes of all my 
ſinnes, And as verely as J eat the bzead 
and dzinke the wine, hoping that it (ball 
turne to the nouriſhment of mp outwars 
man, andcomfozte of mp heart, ſo ve⸗ 
tely Chꝛiſt and his merites,are and ſhall 
be the ſpirituall food and iop of my ſoule, 
= to eternal ſaluation and everlaſting 
lite, 

Q. What bee the principall fruites 
flowing from Chriſts death vnto vs? 

Anſwer, Te haue by Chziſfes death, 
theſe eſpeciallye : firſte, the foꝛgiueneſſe 
of all oure ſinnes , the Scripture beas 
ting recozde to this trueth, and ſaying: 
Ch ziſte died fo2 our ſinnes, and agayne, 
the bloud of Chꝛiſte doth purge vs from 
all our iniquities . Secondlie, we haue 
ſtrength againſt the power of ſinne, the 
Apoſtle telling vs in che ſpirit of truth 
that our old man crucified is with him, 
that the bodye of Sinne might bee de⸗ 
ſtroped . Thirdlye , Sinne beeing tas 
ken awape by his death, the curſſe 


that lap vppon che Creatures foz it — 
allo 
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alſo remoued, and we in the taking away 
thereof , haue the ſame ſanctified to our 
lawfull vſes, Fourthlp by his death, we 
haue not onely the rage of naturall death 
allwaged, but are thereby deliuered from 
eternall death, hauing by meanes of his 
obe dience alſo, a ready wap, and ſpeedie 
paſſage to eternall life, which alſo is and 
ought to bee taken, euen fo2 a moſt pꝛin⸗ 
cipall ſruite of his death and ſufferinges, 
Fo? had our ſauioꝛ by his death, bꝛought 
vnto vs the fozmer graces onelp, and yet 
appointed vs to haue liued heer in mani⸗ 
folde calamities, and perſecutions vnder 
the wicked,o2 ſuffered our ſoules to ſleep 
as ſome dꝛeame and ſuppoſe, we had ben 
moſt miſerable. 

N. Ireioyce greatly, in the reaſons 
that you haue hecherto ſoundlye ren- 
dered, touching your faith, and hope, 
wiſhing you more and more to inde- 
uour the increaſe of all feeling, know- 
ledge.and holy obedience in theſe and 
all other thinges that maye concerne 
Gods glory,the good of his children & 
your owne comfort , both in this life, 


and that that is to come, But tell mee 
you 
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plainly, haue you a minde and deſire to 


ſtriue thereto? 

Anſwer. Dea, J thanke God fox it in 
ſome meaſure; and J beſeech him harte⸗ 
ly to continue, with increaſe of the lame 
in me fo euer:And J p2ap pou in that bes 
halfe ,let me be aſſiſted with pour earnef 
pꝛapers, both publike and p2tuate, as I 
haue bene herctokoze. 

Q. And purpoſe you at all times, to 
meditate of theſe good things ſpoken, 
but ſpeciallye then, when you ſit at the 
Lords table, with the reſt of the belee- 
uers? 

Auſßrer. Pea the Lozd ſtrengthening 
me thereto, and inabling mee by his ſpi⸗ 
rite, to maiſter mine own cozruption any 
to ſubdue the fraggling thoughts ol my 


heart and head, 
Q. Though vpon this that you haue 


conteſſed, I am willing to admitte you, 
to the participation of the Lords Sup- 
per, yet let me I pray you, ſound you a 
little further, in ſome neceſſary points, 
for me and you before wee drawe to an 
end. Do you for the time repent from 


the bottome of your hart, and wil you 
vnfeigned- 
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vnfeignedlie in time to come heereaf- 
ter, alwaies deteſte all corrupt, erroni- 
ous, and hereticall opinions, and par- 
ticulerlye that of poperye, which isa 
monſtrous body, bombazed & patch- 
ed, of all hereſies that euer haue bene? 

An. Dea with all my heart, and will 
moſt willingly perfozme, that which pou 
require, by the grace of GDD, without 
whome J cannot do any thing. 

Q. And vil you not ſuffer your ſelfe 
thorow / ſeducing ſpirites, that are ſent 
abroade into the worlde, by Antychriſt 
that man of ſin, to peruert mens ſoules 
to haue your affection in any part with 
drawen from dutifull obedience, vn- 
to our gracious ſoueraigne, Queene 
Elizabeth, her inferior Mgiſtrates, and 
Godly law es. Or if God ſhould ſende 
2s a iuſt puniſhment vppon vs for our 
ſinnes , alteration and chaunge in our 
ſtate and religion, will you not reuolt 
and fal away from the truth, now pub- 
likelye preached and profeſſed in oure 
land? 

A. No the Lo2d aſſiſfing me, As fo} 
ber maieffp J wilbe alwapes ready, with 
goods 
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goodes,lands, life, and all that J haue, to 
pelde obedience vnto her in the lozd, and 


foz the Lozd, and touching religion now 
meſentlie eſfabliſhed, J purpole thozowe 
Gods goodnes, whatſoeuer ſþall fall out. 
toliue and die therein, 

Q. Now the very God of peace that 
brought againe from the dead , oure 
Lord Ieſus, the great ſhepheard of the 


: ſheep, thorow the bloud of the euerla- 


— 


ſting couenaunt, ſanctiſie you thorow- 
our, that your whole ſpirite, and ſoule, 
and body, may be kept blameleſſe vnto 
the comming of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt, 
and make you continually perfect in al 
good workes,alwaies to do his will, he 
vorking in you that which is pleſaunt 
in his ſight, thorow Ieſus Chriſt, who 
together with the father, and the holie 
ghoſt, three perſons and one eternall 
God, be magnified and prayſed of vs: 
and of all people, both now andat all 
times, for euer and cuer? 
R = Sobeeit (good Lo2de) euen ſo 
et it. 


